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Chapber 1
THTR0DUCTION
@

The Papuan Campaign marked the climex of Japanese ground force
advences ln the Paclfic and, together with the equally decisive campalgn
on Guadaleanzl, called a cudden halt to a previously uninberrupied
drive throuzh the South and Southwest Pacific. Following the Japanese
landing at Buna on 21 July 1942, the Allied Air Forces repeatedly
attacked enesy shipping and bhases, successfully defended their own
bases, transported troops, equipament, and supplies, provided direct
support for ground troops, and established in time a superiority in

. the air over Papuo which contribubed substantially to the successful
termination of the campaign in Jenuary 1943, These operabions, carried

. oub with limited resources and in an unfamiliar area, were necessarily
of an experimental nature, but subsequent developments in the Southwest
Pacific Theater were to beur out General Douglas MacArthur's observation
on 24 January 1943 that "The outstanding military lesson of this cam-

p&ign was the continuous caleulated application of air power, inherent

in the potentialities oi every component of the air forces, employed
in the mogt intinmate bactical end logistical union with ground troops. "t
The enemy's advance through the South and Southwest Pacific had
first been shielded by a movement into the Cenbral Pacific, which won
. its initial successes with the occupation of Tarawa and ..akin in the
Gilbert Lslands on 9 uecember 1941. Ihis had been tollowed by Japancse

penstration of the Bismarck Archipelago, of which nabaul on New Britain
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was the hub., A small Australian gerrison at Kavieng on New Ireland
withdrew in the face of a large amphibious force on 23 January 1942,
and on the same day Rabaul, possessing twin airfields and a harbor
large enouzh to provide shelter for a sizable navel force, rell, to
soue 17,000 to 20,000 Japanese troops supported by an estimated 140
bombhers and fighters. With the control of New Ireland and New Britain
established, the eneuy was in position to undertake a two-pronged move
into the Solomon Islands and sgainst Wew Guinea. By 4 ipril, Buka,
Bougainville, Sohana, and Faisi in the Solomons had been occupied. A&
ponth later Allied plenes were vainly stieanpting to beat off a Japanese
fleet headed for Tulagi, which fell to the enemy during the first weei
of Hay. This southeastward thrust threatened to ocut the sea and sir
lanes between Australia and the United States and at the same time to
expose the northeastern coast of Australia, Heanwhile the possession
of New Britain had brought the Japanese within easy bombing distance
of New Guinea. Lae and Salamaua, both located on the Huon Gulf of the
northeastern New Guinea coast, had experienced air raids as early as
mid-January. The Australians could spare few troops as gerrisons and
were able to offer little opposition to the occupation of these two
points on & liarch, and of Finschnafen two days later.

This relentless advance brought the Japansse by lMay 1942 to a
point within 200 air miles of Port lLoresby, chief Allied outpost in
New CGuinea. The possession of this port was vital to both contestants.
L Japanese naval thrust arouad the peninsula into the Coral Sea had
been turned back in the carrier task forez bhattle running from 4 to 8

Kay 1942, and as the summer came on it was apparent that New Guinsa
TR SR
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itself was destined to become an early battleground in the rapidly
developing Pacific war.2 Once this happened, strategy dictated that
the Allies should control the narrow overland trzck leading from Port
lloresby northward and secure Buna, site of poteniizl airstrips, at
the terminus of the road.

llany obstacles, however, stood in the way of offensive aetion on
the part of the Allied command, Few areas in the world offer physical
barriers to militzry operations so marked as those of New Guinez. UOver-
shedowing the whole of Papua in soubtheastern Hew Guinea are the lofty
Cwen-3tanley mountaing, their several ranges connected by forbidding
foothills and "razorbuck" ridges. The area is honeycombed with rivers
and ereeks which drain the upper rogions into the swampy lowlands
of the coast. A mass of lush and often impenetrable vegetation further
corplicates the surface of this rugged land. The "beach forest! ex—
tending inland from the coast is broken frequently by tropical grass
lands, where grow the broad-bladed kunai and the smaller kangarco
grasses. The upst exbensive vegetation is found along the lower slopes
of the central renges and their comnecting ridges. Here a %tropical
rain forest" up to about 5,000 feet forms "canopies of foliage festooned
with thorny vines." Above the 5,000-foot line lies a belt of heavy
rainfall producing the "mountain forest! of badboo and pine. Here as
elsewhere the feoting is usually treacherous.

Thus, topogrephicel features conspired against rapid movenment,
and transportation facilities were generally lacking. There were no
reilroads; no motor roads comnected the principal towns and administra-

tive centers. \Jhere possible,travelers went by boat, but ror an overland
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trek they were dependent tpon a nebtvork of native tracks. Some of these
were 12 feet wide at points and could be used by bicycles, but they
usually became litile more than muddy ruts after a storm. Along the
. way some of the many streams had been bridged, but more often a slippery

log slung from bank to bank served the purpose. It was a land pecu-
liarly dependent upon sea~borne or air-borne transport. Patches of
the kunai grass lends were easily converted into temporary landing
strips, and the coming of the airplane had brought a marked improvement
in transportation. The more important towns and government stations
at Kokxoda snd Buna in Papua, and at Lae, 3alamsva, and ‘/au possessed
all~weather strips.

The focal point of Allied efforit in the summer of 1942 was Yort

. Lpresby, normelly a sleepy tropical tovn of "flimsily built white
houses" rcofed with corrugated iron., Situated on a narrow coastal
. plain protected from most approaches by dangerous coral reefs, it

possessed the only harbor in eastern llew Guinea large enough %o shelter
a real fleet and had alrezady been turned into a war outpost of bustling
activity., BHard-working soldiers were improving the roads leading to
nearby airficlds. Hew airfields were under construction and old ones
were being improved. By lNovember no less than seven were in regular
use by the Lllied bombers, fighbers, and transsorts.

Port loresby itself was outside the jungle, but rosds leading
from the town ran only a fev miles along the cocast before they were

Q interrupted by mangrove, sago, and nipa swomps. The barren, brown

hills immedistely behind the town gave way to the densest "rain forest?
leading into the Owen-Stanley Range over which several tracks carried

to other poritions of Hew Guinea. OF chief importance was the track

i o
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vinding up from Fort .oresby througs rain snd sountain forest to "bhe
Gap," a pass cutting scross the Ouen-Stanleys et From five to eight
thousand feet above sea level and energing st the villages of Isurava
I . and Deniki just short of Kokoda., There a government station 1,200 feet
above ses level marked the halfway point between Port lioresby and Buna,
to which the remainder of the track carried for = relatively easy 63
miles over undulating country.3
General Douglas .acirthur, who had assumed the Allied comnand in
the Southwest Pacific Theater on 138 April 1942, had oxly the nost
Limited resources, His coamand consisted of the Allied Haval Forces
under U, 3. Vice-idwiral Herbert F, Leary; the U. 5. Army Forces ih
. fustralia under Brig. Gen. Richard J. llarshall after its reorgenization
as the U, 3. Services of Suppl. in the Southwest Pacific on 20 July;
the Allicd Land Forces commanded by Gen, Sir Thomas Blamey, popular
. Australizn leader in eariier cawpaigns in the lliddle Jast; and the
allied Alr Forces under Lb. Gen. George H, Brett.% To the poorly
arred and inadeguately trained Australian militia, traditionally
limited in its activity to operations within Australia, were aided
almost two divisions of desert-toughened fighters receasbly reburned
from the !dddle East. <Two fmerican divisions, the 32d and hlst, rounded
oub Blamey's command. ‘Yhe forces were small, but plans were already
laid for the seizure of Buna, and these were coordinated with a larger
‘ plan which looked forward to a reconguest of Rabaul.5
Preparations for the move were made more difvicult by the compli-
cated nature of the Allied command, The Pacific hai been recognized

as the primary responsibility of the United Stabes, and according to

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958
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the origingl directive governing the Southwest Pacific Theater the Joint

Chiefs of Staff were given "jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to

operational strategy" as distinguished from strategic policy. Authority
~ over the latter, of course, resided with the Combined Chiefs of Staff,

’ with whon the desires of Lustralis and Hew Zealand found a hearing
through the agency of the Pacifie lier C‘rouncil.é The chain of command
appeared thus to be well and clearly established, bub in actusl fact
bothersome questions remained. llacirthur's command inciuded an
hustralian army, navy, and air force. He had to deal with an Austral-
ian Ver Cebinet and to consider the erfect of his policlies on
Austrelian politics. Hob until July was the question of reguisitions

. ior the Lustralian forces satisfactorily settled. For it had taken
time to secure the formal concurrence of the Combined and Joint Chiefs
of Staff, the lunitions Assignment Board, the Lend-Lease Administration,

. and the government of Australia to a directive of 10 July specifying
that requisitions submitted through either London or ‘iashingiton should
have first the approvel of the Suprems Commander of the Soublsrest

Pacific.7
The organization of the Allied Air Forces presented further diffi-
culties. Though the most experienced of smerican units in Australia
had been drawm from the surviving remnants of the earlier Far tast
Air Force of the Philippines, and although this organization had been
. redesignated the Fifth Air Force on 5 February 1942, it is impoxrtant

- to note that this redesignation d4id not authorize a changs of assign-

ment, Through the spring and summer of 1942, the Fifth Air Force as

such exisbed only on paper, and technically it had not been moved from
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the Philippine Islands. Hot until Ceptember 1942 were the American zir
units in Ausirslisz organized into a separate air force.8
Heanwhile they continded as a part of the Allied Air Forces,
commanded by General Brebtt from 18 April to 4 August when laj. Gen.
George C. Kenney assuned command. 4When the organization of air units
in the Southwest Pacific had been first considered, the Australiasns
were in a position to supply the communicabions and headquarters per-
somnel which the Americens lacked, and an Allied command incorporating
American =nd Lustralian units had seemed the logical answer. As a
result, Ausbralians continued until the fall of 1342 to exert a domi-
nant influsnce over asir orgenimation and operaztions. In the spring and
early susmer, control of air operations fell largely undsr two of the
five ALustralian defense ares commends. Air Commodore Bladin of the
dorthwestern srea snd Lir Conmmodore Lucas, with headquarters at Towns-
ville and sdvanced heazdouarters abt Port loresby, directed the operatlions
in these two areas. Subordinzte to these Australians vere Brig. Gen.
Albvert L. Sneed at Darwin and Brig. Gen. ilartin F. Scanlon ab Towns-
ville in command respectively of Air Coumands Humber 1 and Humber 2
which had been establishad by Brett for further control over operations
in two widely separated areas. DBub operations were dependent upon
Australian eommunications, and American intelligence officers kept
their records on hustralian forms and studied Justralian methods under
Australian teachers. There were conflicting areas of asuthority.
Juestions arose which were complicated by uncertainty as to the fimel
right of decision. Conbradictory orders were issued, and of necessity

wide discretion was often asswuned by squadron coamanders.?
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The solutioh of these problems of command depended somewhal upon
a finsl decision regarding the upbuilding of the Allied Lir Forces.
\Wias it 0 be comprised prim:pily of imerican or Ausbralien units? In
the strategy of the United Stabes, the Southwest Faecific held no bebter
than a2 secondary priority.lo The Australians, Yaced with the threat of
actusl invasion of their homelond and asssured by the sSritish that in
such an event Great Britain would come to their aid at a sacrifice of
"gvery intersst except only the defense and feeding of the Island of
Britain on which 21l depeonds,® had gone ahead with an ambitious program
which gave them the organizations 1or st least 30 sguaarons by 2%
August. Ib was expechbed that they would be sble to man as mahy as
45 squadrons by the end of 1942, and at some unspecitied later date
it was plsnned to bring this number up to a total of more than 70.
The plen existed largely, however, on paper., By fugust only three
bustralian squadrons were equipped witn P-40's, and the majority of
the RAAF pilots still 1lew Hudsons, .irraways, ualrusss, PBY's, and an
assortuent of old transporfts. Zoth the replacement of these cutmoded
types ana the implementation o the expansion program depznded largely
upon the aid of the United States.ll
Lmerican air units in Australia, "pitiably inadequate," consisted
on 3L June 1942 of 1,602 ofticers and 18,116 enlisted men. On paper
there were two heavy, two medius, amci one Light bombarduent groups,
three sighter growps, two transport squadrons, and one phobographie
squadron, U the heavy groups, the 4id was not resoy to carry its
share oi the burden until rall. ifeanwhile the 19th Group and its
veterans of the Philippine and Jave campaigns continued as the mainstay

for heavy ocoxber operations. The -dith Group (II), which was to be
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equipped with B-25's, did not have planes in commission until mid~
Septenber, and even then two of its sguadrons, the 69th and 70th, were
actually assigned to the South Pacific. The 22d Group (3I), with its
“ B~26's, had been in operation since April. The 3d Group (L) which had
incorporated what remeined of the 27th Group after the Fhilippine and
Java campaigns, fought in July under the euperienced leadership of
Col, John Davies with an assortment of plenes including 22 A-24L's, 38
A-20's, and 17 B=-25's. A1l bomber groups were based within Lustralia.
Three fighter proups wiere reported on 1 llay to be 100 per cent complete
with a 50 per cent reserve, and by July two squadrons of the 35th Group,
equipped with P-4C0O's, had moved up to Port .oresby. The Sth Group
. had withdrawn its P--39's to Australia, while the P-40's of the 49th
continued to be active chielly in the defense of Darwin.l‘?‘
hs the campaipgn for Papua pob underway, it was decided in effect
. to preserve, for the time being at least, the existing balance betwsen
American and justralian air units, lzchirthur was informed late in
August that American production could supply no more than the number of
Axerican units already in Australia plus 27 RAAF squadrons, If the
HhAF wished equipmeni for more than 27 squadrons, American wnits would
have to be transferred to amother thester and equipment previously
destined for them turned over to the [LLF. The decision rested with
the Conbined Chiefs of Staff, but a choice was first given to Uachirthur.
“ Reaffirming his view that the "hustralians moy carry the ball in some
of the opening plays, bub the Americans will have to drive through for
the touchdown," he supported a decision in which the United States would

equip 27 fustralian sguadrons, and three more would be equipped with
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the 3ritish Spitfire, this limited propram to be completed by 1 April
193,77

Operational problems were equally difiicult. Because it was
unsaf'e to use Port lLoresby as a regular base for bomber unibts, it was
necessary for them to fly up from bases in northeastern Australia with
& stopover at FPort lloresby for refueling. Thus, as General Brett re-
ported on 13 July, "Heavy bombardment missions reguire thirty-six to
forty-eight hours away from home base with zpproximately eiphteen hours
actual flight covering distances of twenty=twe hundred nmiles. redinm
and light missions," he added, "cover approximstely eighteen hundred
riles and require forty-eight hour absence from home base. s

Such conditions gave special acubeness to problems of persomnel
and maintenance. Coumbat loss, sickness, and war weariness were seriously
felt in such veberan outfits as the 19th and 3d Groups. To normal
attrition was added the desire in the United States to bring back ex—
perienced pilots for training purposes or as a nucleus for new uni'bs.ls
The question of replacements involved the problen of adequate training.
The dilemms of the high comnend st home in 1942 was to balance the
urgent demends for crews in combat theaters with the requirement that
those sent be sulliciently trained.16 Shortly after assuning commsnd in
August, Ceneral. emey found that in one group 29 righter-pilot replace-
meats received, only four hed flown P-35's or P-36's and the remaining
25 had not progressed beyond the AT=6H, while of 35 bomber pilots, 16 had
not gradusted from the AT-6. It was estimated that two months would be
reguired to prepare then for combat,*? In addition to training in

flying, gunnery, and other techniques, there was the necessity of

learning the peculiarities of a sitrange climate and topography,

By _
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special problems of reconnaissance, and the Anstralian systea of
commnications.1®

Ls for maintenance, overuhelming tasks confronted the U. S, Army
hir Services under liaj. Gen. Rush B, Lincoln. The Southwest Facific
Tneater was over 7,000 miles from its msjor source of supply in the
United 3tates. Tne supply line wes subjset i submarine and other
forms of eneuy abtack. Shipplng space was ab & premium, end vessels for
convey were limited in number. lorcover, the demands of other theaters
of'ten took precedence, and even the planes sent by lerrying routes re-
quired special precautions agcainst "filening." Flonss which had left
the stabes complete In every detail arrived lacking navigation and
boabardier kits, bombing charts, binoculars, and other ineidental
eqpipment.lg The industrial facilitles of fustralia were already over-
buardened, and the inadequate transportation systeas further complicated
the problesd. A shortage of spare parts and trained nechanics, imperfect
landing fields, contrary weather, distance, and unceasing combat made
it difficult to keep even as many a5 50 per ceat of availsble aireraflt
in commission. A wastage factor of 20 par cent had been set, bub there
were reasons lor regarding this as conservative.zo

Chief among these reasons was the lack of trained maintenance or-
sanizations. In July 1942 the air forces had six air base and two air
depot groups to maintain widely scobtered fmericen units. If was Telt
that the dispersion of combat units required a lzrger number of mainte-
nance orgenizations, end on 15 July three additional sir base groups and
three additional air depot groups iiere requested. At this time,
however, the demands from other thealers were too great, and additional

gervice units were refused.zl

figw

2T
T ¥

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

The presence of such units in Auwstralisz could not glone guerantee
their adequate functioning, for in the swmaer of 1942 proper tools and
repair shops could hardly be found, Hepresentatives of Lmerican and
Lustralian commereiszl companies sbill did much of the worik. The
Australian Halional Airways, for example, overhauled rost of the planes
for the 19th Group, several of whose mawbers expressed the belief that
Lustralian mechanics lacked an understanding of American engines.

Capt. Vincent L, Snyder, engineering officer of the 19th Croup, com-
plained that "the fiussie® did mostly "top owerhaul," and that the
engines frequently "went oubt" wibhin 25 hours.22

Although facilities for maintenance and repair improved during
the sumaer and fall of 1942, the lack of parts conbinmed to hamper
conbat activities., Insufficient bsarings ror Allison engines, ior
exarple, grounded many American fighters. Albhough reguisitioned in
hugust, no bearings were evailable for shipment until 11 October. By
that time Kemney claimed that all 1) main bearings needed changing
in 5 out of 6 engines, and that nearly 200 engines wers waiting over-
haul.zg Iuproper tools for Pratt and ‘hitney engines, furthercore,
delzyed the repalr of grounded B-20's and transports. Kemney asserted
on 10 Cctober that he could not find a corplete set of Fratt and
‘whitney overhaul tools in Australia, and urgently regussted the imme~
diate dispatch of o sufricient nusber to meet his needs. Cn 6 lovember,
he was assured that they had been shipped on the Eichard Henry Dana.
“ehen that ship arrived cbout twio weeks later, however, it was found
that of the 10,000 pounds of tools aboard, only 500 pounds ware of

the type needed, wherezs the remeining 9,500 pounds wers tools of a
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type already availasble in Australia..zh

Another difficulty was the lack of relizble informetion regarding
an area familiar to few white men and for which only inadequate maps
e:d.sted.zs An effective intelligence organization had been established
at Brisbane which carefully digested information obtained from recon-
paissance and scouting activities by all ground, sea, and air forces.
Intelligence evaluation suifered, however, froam poor communication. 26
Ainong the more imporbant sourees of inrormation on the direction and
strength of enemy movements were the so-called coast wabchers.
kustralians for the most pert and men nf great daring and ingenuity,
sorie of thenm had remained behind at the evacuation of such strategic
points as New Britain, and others had landed uader cover of darkness
by small boat or submarine., They rendercd outstanding service.
Liecording to one officer, "these Coast .Jatchers with lialkie Talkie
sets are literally able to walk up to an enemy airdrome at night,
1ift the covers off the bomb cases, take down the nunber of bombs,
and send this informabtion back to Intelligence her-.v.ciqw.tsn-'{;e:rs.“"27 Cne
HLAF officer stationed himself in the vicinity of Lae. Painting his
body to reseuble & native and living aumoaz netives, he broadecast vis
twalkie-talkie" inrormation concerning enemy strength and activities.
Suffering rroa rrequent attacks of welaria, risking his life daily,
he resained in the hills around Laes ror wore than a year.23

Another vitsl source of intelligence was aerial reconnaissance,
a function which imposed a heavy burden on the limited resources of
the Lllied iir sorces. 4 typical daily oparationsl report tor the
period preceding the Pepuan Campaign shovs alr units searching 500

miles off the coast of Lusbralia ror submerines, pabtrolling the southern
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East Indies and ilew Guninea, and even covering ilew Britain, New Ireland,
and the northemn Solomons.29 Although all bonbardment squadrons per-
formed reconnaissance missions, the 435th Squadron of the 19th Bom-
bardment Group flew the majoriby of theu in the ilew Guines-lWew Britain
area througa bhe swmzer and early fsll of 1942, Few of these ex-
perienced airmen had had training in methods of reconnaissance. Their
background, zccording to one member of the squadron, consisted of a
few lectures by Royal hustralian llavy officers plus a thorouzh perusal
of Jane's Fishting Ships, 1940 edition. They vegan their reconnaissance
viors in Lpril. Lt that tiae, though based st Townsville, thsy worked
cut of Fort lbresby, keeping two B-17's there and four crews. By this
means they were able to rotate the crews in flying two amissions a day.
In Lugust they moved rour planes and eight crews to Port loresby, in-
creasing their duties to four missions daily.3 0
Heconnaissance was not ezsy flying. Flown always by single planes,
the flights were lonely and long, lasting nine to ten hours. The
danger of Jap attack was greast. Houbine flights came to be expected
by the enemy and were often attacked, partiecularly over .iabaul ana
kRavieng., OJomstimes an enemy attack would be fought off, bubt it wes
not the job of a reconaaissance plane to Jight. llajor Frani Bostrum,
second in comaand of the squadron, aeclared, "An American is an
sgoressive fellow o . o and he doesa't get muchk chance to kill Jhe
other fellow flying out there on reconnaissance J‘.‘J_ight.s.“3 L
Hajor Harl Folirke, known to the nabives as the "{lying lakatoi,"
was the leading authority in the southwesht Paciifiic on aerial recon-
22

nailssance @nd photography. As commender of the &th Fhoto Squadron,

WW&?
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he had perforued dluost a one-man feat of wapping a large portion of
the Southwest Yaciific area aPber Flipght A of his squadron had reached
Lustrelia in Mecch. In June, rlichts B and C arrived, z=nd a zonth
later the squadron begen to operate in conjunetion with the 435th Bom-
vardment Squairon. Doth these units were baced st Townsville, bub
operabed out of Fort _oresby which necessitated an initial hop of 620
noutiecal miles. In the early days the “tralley rua" was from Port
Jloresby to dabaul end back via Lae and oalamsua. Leter the trip was
cut down, vibth uewuk and !ladeng the uost distant t‘.:b;jac'b:i.ves.33

This unit found thet the two priceipal factors handicspping opera-
tions were the westher znd leci: of adequate maintenance facilities;
but meintencnce was perhaps the greatest problem, Tne squadron was
eqguipped with F-4's, which were acbually P=33's stripped oi all guns
but czrryiny special canerses for aerizal mapping. [frained P-33 mechanics
ab first werc unavzilsble. lechamics sent with the originzl shipment
frequently worked 18 to 20 hours u day atbewpting to keep the ships
in the air, but nuzerous buys" vould baftle thed, somebimes grounding
the planes for Jsys at a time. Lot until July did the first trained
P=33 nechenics arrive in Lus’c.ralia.?'i"

The weather, of cowrse, could complebely sabotage any mepping
project. The equatorisl front, crossed on the way to iisbaul, was
glways “pretty sloppy." The relatively light F-i received a tremendous
battering vhen the front was "kieking up,! snd cumulus clouds ranged
anyvhere froa 28,000 feet "up to heaven on the tops." The normal top
was usually from 9,000 to 12,000 feet. Only novices made the mistake

of trying to fly through such clouds. & wbteran of the lew Guinea

fighting recorded the experiences of one member of the 8th Squadron
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who took off for a2 three-hour recomnalssance mission and tried to fly
through a cloud: "For five hours he was battered, bruised and beaten
without once catching sight of the earth. uhen he finally got back,
his CO met him on the field, ready to ‘'chew him out.!' The dazed pilot
could only rumble, 'I've become a Christian. ' 37

. In July, replzcements for the F=) pilots arrived in the Southwest
Pacific, but final training and selection had to be accomplished in
hustrelia. L group of 17 potential pilots, more than were needed,
received thorough training end cereful grading. Of the 17, three were
finally selected. It was impossible, as Polifke sbtabed, to choose a
certain number from 2 graduating class and assign them as photo pilots,
for "a photographic pilot is a peculiar breed of person. . . . has to
be stubborn as a mule--has to be kind of stupid--snd hes to be considera=-
bly erazy. n36

By making a thorough photographic survey of potentiazl bages the

8th Fhoto Sguadron played an important part in preparing for lachirthur's
initial move for the occupation of the northern ew Guinea coast., This
survey, studied in conjunction with the known distribubion of enemy
troops, indicated that the nost suitable location for zn air base was
near Buna, a former government stabion at the mouth of the Giruwa River,
Here it would be necessary only to cut the tall kunai grass and dig
drainege ditches. Early in July, engineers sct out te establish the
basse, pushing across the Owen-Stanley range, ecross the river gorges,
and through jungle swarps. By the end of the month, they would have
resched their destination.’! But on 21 July, the Japs upset the time-

table by landing just north of Bunz, and the Papuen Campaigm was under
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Chapter 1L

DEFEN3IVE OPRATIONS

Buna-Kokods, 2k July o 25 august

The Jap lending ab Buna did not completely surprise the pllied
commende Observers had reported an enemy float plene loitering over
Bune on 12 July. Op the same 42y capbured enemy docunsnts revealed
that a special 1anding force had seiled from Truk on 10 July with
eastern Mew Guinea as its destination.l On 19 July a B-17 piloted by
1t. Don Tower of the A35th Scuadron reporbed 2 convoy in the neignbor-
hood of Habaul. The daily operations report for the following day
reported 2 medium transports, 2 1ight erulsers, and 3 destroyers off
Cape Sb. Georges and on bhe same days enemy aireraft struck Port
Hopeshy With 26 boabers protected 0¥ 15 fighbers.” On 21 July, the
convoy now reported to be comprised of one cruiser, four destroyers,
one 10,000-tcn fransport, and assorted smaller vessels, appeared to be
neading for the Buna aveg. In the afternoon, an enemy float plane
machine-gunned the shore, and later the cruisers and destroyers moved
in to chell the same area. This softening-up nprocess Was merely pre—
cautionary since the Allies had virtvally wo land defenses abt Buna.
The engineers pushing over the Eokoda track were = 111 three days'
march from the area, and only & few patrols from & Fepuen infantry
pattalion, commanded DY pustralisn officers, were within striking

distance.3

- -
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YMeanwhile, warned by reconnaissance, units of the Allied Air Forces
were planning o oppose the landing., Although only two American fighter
squadrons, the 39th and 40th of the 35th Group, plus certain fustralisn
units were based at Port lloresby, bomber squadrons were brought up in
preparation for the attack, Late in the afterncon of 21 July, one B-l?
and five B-26's succeeded in finding the targets. The B-26's met with
some success. Dropping thelr 500-pound bombs from 6,000 to 7,000 reet,
they observed one direet hit oh the transport.l‘ Pive B-25's, sent oub
to conitinue the attack, failed to locate the convoy because of darkness,
L subsequent intelligence suwamary indicated that a preliminary landing
was made during the night on the beaches of Gona, 12 miles north of
Buna, where antiaircraft guns had been set up by m::rning.5

During the morning of 22 July, the air forces carried oubt their
real attack. [ series of 3 heavy bonbar, 5 medivm borber, and 5 fighter
strikes was made on the convoy, and on landing barges, supplies, and
personnel already on the beaches. They met alnost no air oppesition,
but heavy antiaircraft znd machine guns kept the bombers high., Ten
B-17's dropping 500-pound bombs irom 25,500 feet made no hits. Five
B«25's and 6 B-25's meb with equal success, but another B-Zt made a
direet hit on a transport. Lt. Zobert !!. Debord of the 435th Bonbard-
ment Squadron, noting the failurs of nis bombing, dropped through the
clouds to a much lower altitude. His bombardier, Ggb. Aichard H,

Olson, then managed to score two direet hits on a transport. For thrze
hours Debord remained in the vicinity, guiding later strikes to the
convoy, lleamihiile, IELF P~40's dive bombed barges and supply concen-—
trations with 500-pound bombs, and P=39's and P-LOO's poured thousands

of rounds of machine-pun and light-cannon smmunition into susoec
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enemy positions.
By the afterncon of the 22d, however, the enemy had accomplished
their wission. Thsy hed landed between four and five thousand men.
. ' “They had established a base protected by anbizircralt which had shot
dovin one HiAT P-40 and one P-400 in addition to inflicting dsmage both
on Allied heavy and medium bombers. They had sustered, in return,
undetermined losses from strafing; one destroyer was damaged; and one
barge and zn 3,000~ to 10,000-ton transport were definitely sunk.7
Having thwarted Allied occupation of Buna, the Japanese could now use
it as a base for stronger alr sbttacks against the Lllies and were in
a pocition to undertake the difficult overland drive against Port
. . Yoresby,
wiith well=trained shock troops the enemy pressed forwerd immediately
toward Fokoda., To this thrust the illies were able to offer practically
. no resistance. By the afterncon oy 22 July, Japanese patrols had
established & line running through Awala, 12 to 15 miles inland from
Gona. Ffour uays later, an Australian wilitia unit, which had worked
its way up from Port loresby, wos abbeapbing to hold the enemy at
liokoda. The Australians were still in possession of the nokoda air-
strip on 9 Lugust, bub graducdly fell back towerd the villages of
Deniki and Isurava at the gatewsy to the "gap! through the Owen-
Stanleys.a
. Tarough the month that followed the Japancse landing bt Buna, the
Lllied Alr Forces struck at Japansse bases and convoys, defended its
own areas of support, Joined issuc with Japanese plenes for control.

of the air over dew Guinea, and vherever possible gave direct aid to
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sdversary. The P=40 &lso had its dravbacks. & July quarterly report
showed 12 instances vhers this type of fighter had [failed to intercept,
usually becsuse of engine fallure at high a].t.itudes.ll

Lwong the more serious results of such weaknesses in aircraft was
the effect produced on the morale of the crews. General Lenney, vwho
assumed command on 4 August, tried to restore faith in the avalizble
fighters by emphasizing their good points., He admitted thet the Zero
had superior maneuversbility, znd that the P39 engine located behind
the pilot provided a good tarpet, bubt he insisted that the P~37 had
been successful, against bombers, snd that the P40 "ecould sluz it out,
absorb pun fire and fly home, wihile the Zero burns or falls apart as
soon as it is touched." Furthermors, he reminded his {lyers that their
planes could outdive the Zero, and that they could thus break off
combat almost at Wil'l..lz

The difficulty is well illustrated by tio raids of July and iugust.
Folloving a light night raid, 27 heavy boobers escorted by 15 o 20
Zeros, attacked Darvwin on 30 July, its 26th bombing attack of the war.
They damayged povier and telephone lines, water mains, and destroyed fuel
dumps. Given ample waraing, 27 P-40's pgained sufricient altitude to
intercept the formabien, shooting down six Zeros and two heavy bombers
at the cost of ene I'-hO .13 smerican fighters had less success on
another occasion at Port loresby, the most frequently vonbed Southwest
Pacific basa. It had had = briel respite since a heavy rald of 20 July,
but on 17 Aueust, the Japs struck in force again for loresby's 78th

raid of the war. Twenty-four heavy bombers with unususl accuracy
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troops on the ground by dropping supplies and by bonbing and strafing

— i

the forward arsas.

Thelr primary task was the defense of Allied bases, a responsi-
bility ralling chiefly on fighter units based at Port “oresby and
Darwin., Throughout the period, 4llied intcllipence showed that the
Japaness had deployed their alr units in sueh a way as to maintain a
constant threat to hllied positions. 4L summary of 4 August, for
example, placed at lew Britain 50 fighters, 38 heavy bombers, 1l
float bombers, and 9 other aircraflt deseribed as float planes. In
Kew (iuinea, according to the same rsport, were 23 fighters, 2 heavy
borbers, and 3 float planes. loreovar, hosbers based in the detharlands
sast Indies were within range of ths northwest coast of Australia.g
During the Buna-:iokoda phase of the campaign, rFew Jspanese air raids
were heavy, but they wers fregquent. C,mall nuisance raids wore
directed against Horn Islond, Derwin, and Port .oresby. Usually bhe
bombzrs were protected by fighters which casme in et 30,000 feet, too
high for interception by P~i0's, P-32's, and the ocut-dated ?-1;00.10

These were the only fighters availanle ior the Soubhwest Pacific,
and their limitations soriously affected fllied operstions. In July,
the F=39, though usually enjoying a half hour's warning, had made con-
tact with Jzpanese bombers only four times out of a series of nine
bombing raids, and even then less then half of the fighters involved
had reached & sufficient altitude for effective interception. In 16
actual contacts with the enemy, ths P-39 never enjoyed an altitude
adventage, znd when combat with a Zero began on the same level, the

latber's superior climbing ability soon enabled it 1o out-msneuver its
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hit both sides of the rumvay and the dispersel area of Seven~llile Lirdrome.
Unlike previous raids, delayed-zction borbs were dropped, four of 250
kilos with 5- to 35-minute delay fuses, and one 500-iilo boab which
exploded eight hours albter the raid, P-39's and P-4C0's had sufficient
warning to talie the air prior to the attack, but were still unable to
intercept.

The second responsibility of the air forces was to attack Japanese
convoys, perticularly in thelr movements along the Hew Guinea coast.
While enemy infiltration and flanking tactics were foreing the Aus-
tralian Diggers back along the fokoda track, the Japemese freguently
reinforced their troops in Papua. ‘ith inadequabe naval forces,
Hacirthur hzad only his air force to offer oppositicn. The reliable
L,35th Bombardment Squodron did exeellent work in spotting the movement
of cneay shipoing, but the Japanese took adventage of darkness and the
weather to render boubling attacks only partially successful., On 23 and
26 July, approsxdmately 1,500 additional troops were landed near Buna.
Un 28 July, recomnaissance flyers warned of two medium transports and
two probechting warships heading south through 5%, Georges channel.

On the next day, they spotied another convoy ol al least two more
transports ani two destroyers. RAAF Hudsons and PBY's, American B-l7's
and A-24's flew out of Port llorssby through broken clouds to oppose the
landing. They ren into Zero Dighter protection, destroyed one Zerco,
and sustained serious dumsge to one B-17. L formation of eirht B-17's
flyinz lower than ususl dropped 500-pound 1/10th-second delay-action
bombs from avout 2,000 feet, scoring direct hits on a treasport. In
spite of persistent attacks, however, the Japanese arain fulfilled

their mission. They lost 2t least one and probably two transports,
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but their lasuvnches lended supplics and over 2,000 troops., fzain on

13 Lugust, 2 formations of 3 B~17's and 1 of 4 B-R6's bombed shipping
lying off Buna-Gona, but both weather conditions and fighter protection
pernitted 4 transports and 2 destroyers to lend approximately 3,000
troops. Tae bombers clainmed "nil hits,w-?

The American invasion of Guadalcanal and Tulagi on 7 fugust pre-
sented a third claim on the limited resources of the Allied hir Forces.
On § Auzust, -larshell urged llaclirthur to concenbrate his bombing
operations on the neutralization of bases, such as Rabaul in fJew Britain
and Kieta znd Buke in the Solomons, vhich the Japs could use to suppori
their Guadalcanal garrison. Jarshall slso cabled the South Pacific
Commend a rather sweeping authorization to hold asircraft destined for
Australia vhen necessary. Although Ceneral Lemey rarely bad more than
20 B=17's ih cormission 2t any one time, the 19th Group, with sone
assistance from LLAF PBY's and Hudsons, provided indirect support for
the Solomons campaign by reconnaissance and heavy bomber missions.
Indeed, 28 carly as 3 June, the 435th Bombardment Squadron, fitted out
with speeizl camersas, had undertaken a phote reconnaissance mission
over Tulari and three weeks later another over Cunadslcanal. The resuli-
ing zerial photos provided one of the few sources of intelligence for
the Havy in planning the Solomons imra\.s:i.on.l6

On the vory day that the liarines landed at Guadalcenal, 16 B-17's
refucled at Port Ioresby, and personally led by Colonel Carmichael,
commender of the 19th Group, took off for Rabaul. One crashed on the
take-off; two turned bacl beczuse of engine trouble; but navigators

guided the remainder through the equaterial froat to Vunakanau sirdrome.
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Here enemy fighters ware waiting for them, and attacked head-on in an
sbterpt to break up the expertly led formetion., One B-l7 was desiroyed
vwhile seven cnemy plancs were shot down 7 It was impossible &t the
timas to estimate the resulis of the bombing, but fL1l1ied intelligence
subsequently produced an encouraging report. & prisoner taken in the
Guedalesnal fishting on 7 hugust, who was "gralded high,® stated that
between 150and 160 Japanese bombers were st Vunaksnau on 6 Augush.
Cther intelligence officers had intercepted and decoded Jspanese radio
nessages, which on 7 August stated that only 30 bombers could be pro-
vided to aid the Guadalcanal defenders, and which on the following day
admitied that the Vunakenan attack had curtailed the zir power availsble
at Hzbanl, From these reports lemney concluded that the mission had
destroyed at least 50 Jap planas on ths grou:a-:]..:]'8

Heavy boabers on such dangerous, long-range fiichts were never
protected by fighter escort. liajor felix Hardison, commender of the
92d Squadron of the 19th Bombardment Group, later declared: "In my
experience, since the war started, L haven't bzen escorted with my
squadron, or in any squadron I have been in, once by pursuit."lg
The subject received much attention during the formative period of
Allied operations in the Southwest Pacifiec. ‘var correspondents
directed criticism apgainst the high command for not providing planss
suiteble for lonz-rance, high-~zltitude missions and against General
Zrett for improper employme.:lt of such fighters as he had, The situnation
had not improved by July and Afugust 1942 so far os distant flighls were

concerned. The wore desirasble fighters had not besn, or could not be

sent in sufficient numbers to the Southwest Pacliiic. 3horter missions,

mf@g s wj
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howewver, did have escort, cnd B-R5's -nd B-26's, usually in formations
of itrom thrse to wiclve, freguantly ned » top cover of P-3its O P=LC0 5,20
ne necessity of maintaining righters to derend strateglec cenbers
of supply, ani en pccasion &8 escorts, end the use oy bomvers Ior ghrikes
against eneny lines of supplys reduced the dirsct support which could
be ariorded the ground troops. Jevertheless, the Buna-nokoda paase or
the campalm sidtnessed cxperimonts of consideraplc importeance to later
and rore successiul coopercbion between cip ond pround LOTCeS. WO
phases of oir support aipectly effecbed the troops rizhiting in the for-
ward srcasi 1ot—~Level strafing end dive boubiag end the use of trans-
port planas o bring in supplies.

The unususelly difficult terrain in Pupua uacde sy morsal supply
systen iupossible. ;11 supplics brourht overland froa Fort -oresby to
rokods had to pess Leross the treccherous Cren—Stanleys. Un the
northern side, the overage velley slope is 60° from the worizontal,
snd heavy reinfsll freguently sede the wein track slupst impesssble.

r.s 41lied troops becsae more Ceriliar with the area, they discovered
additional native paths running zlong the crests of spurs and ridges
where the going was somebimes easier, and gane to neasurs distences

in teros of time rather than by yards or miles.zl Fapuen nabives,

oy yalushle a8 & reilroad and somevhat surer,! were the prinecipel
relisnce in asintaining supply 1lines, bubt the slownzss and the lack

ot first of effective orpanization of this supply ocystem encourag2d
those who fevored the use of ulr gxrpnsport. Its possibilities alrsady

had been deronstrated in the supply by eir of a small Lustrelien force

[
s
+ X
B S

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

?:tﬂr?ft, - |
m.?’“ﬁ*w- s 26

still fighting in the neighborhood of au inlznd from ILae and Salamaua.

Qeneral Macirbhur in an eerlier proposal for an offensive ayrainst Hebaul
had envisaged an extensive use of transport plenes, while & remark
. attributed to Kenney is characteristic of his belief in the potentislities
of zir power: Uliive me the planes and a few dsys to make arrangements
and I'11 fly in bhe whole goddaa U. 8. jrmyl™2
The drawback to the plan was that Genersl Renney did not have the
planes. Transport strength on 21 July consisted of a tobtal of 322
Lockheed and Douglas cargo planes, a few old E~-17's, and a couple of
1B~30"s, This assortment was the egquipment of the Zist and 224 Troop
Carrier Sguadrons, but their personnel for the most part lacked both
. training and experience except in the case of & few former 3~17 pilots
who had left the United Stebes shortly before Pearl Harbor,??
Lnother handicap was the absence of suitesble landing strips in
. the interior. The early loss of the Kokoda strip prevented extensive
use of its limited facilities. The fustralians there had in the first
deys of fighting been reinforced in smell numbers by alr btransport.
Rations and other supplies were lsnded at liyola, approximabely 15 miles
south of Hokods, but regular operations there, too, were interrupted
by eneny activiby after 17 August.z‘*
The bulk of the supplies carried by plene were dropped from the
zir, and in these abttenapts the air force was further limited by the
Q lack of suitable equipment. There was a great need for parachutes for
this purpose, but & tangle of red tape and other difficulties posiponed
their acquisition. #Although a request for 5,000 supply-dropping pera-

chutes with containers was made on 21 July, not until 22 September wWas

it finally decided to send 1,000 parachutes without containers by air.

Pl S
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The remsining h,000 were to go by 'raoa.t.25 Tt was thus necessary in lew

Guinea to rely on ordinary bags as containers., Dropped wibhout para-
chubes, these beags displayed a natural tendercy to split open on conbach
with the ground, end not until three thicknesses were used was a measure
of success attained.26

Another problem was that of dropping the supplies at the right spot.
Frozm relatively safe altitudes this proved alrost impossible, and the
transport was accordingly forced to fly through hazardous mountain
passes at tree-top height. Sinee the weather was notoriously "sticlky"
in the afternoon, most of the supplies wers dropped in the morning
hours. The fact that four of the 32 preclous {rensporbs were lost dur-
ing Lugust suggests the exbent and naturs of the operations.27

Purther support of ground troops was supplied by strafing and borb-
ing operctions directed ageinst enemy positions., These missions fre-
quently consisted of experiments with new techniques. Cn 7 sugust, 32
P-400's from the Voresby~based 35th Fighter Group swept through the gop
in the Cwen-Stanleys on a mission directed against enemy supply dumps
in the nokoda zrea. Hot only did they expend 25,000 rounds of ammue
nition, but 16 of the fighters, outfitted wiith bomo racks, dropped 500~
pound borbs in dive bomving sttacks while the remainder hovered over—
hesd to provide top cover. On 3 August, four P-LOO's, proving thet
they were not yebt ready for the scrap heap, rosred over Kokoda angd
near-by Oivi "ten feet above the trees." In audition to strafing
ground positions thoroughly, one of the planes dropped a rull belly tani:
and then ignited it with incendiary pullets.2d

Of the two types of light bombardment planes in the Southwest

Pacific, the /=20 and the L-24, only the latber was used acbively
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durinz the Bune-Jokode operctions, because at the time the L-20's in
hustealia wvere belng radicelly modified. The [~24, a dive bozber,
frequently dropped its 500-pouni boabs from sbout 2,500 fest. It was
“ s0 poorly armed, however, bthat pilloils dreaded 1lying vithout fichber
protection, and at the sams time it was so slow that fighbers lsclred
suificient fuel capacity to provide continuous protection even on the
standard nissions from Port loresby to the northzastern coast of Hew
Cuinea. The Japs had so whittled down the thio sguadrons in Col. John
Devies' 3d Zocbarasent Group thzt in suust only 11 orfvicers of tha
8th Hguidren wire flying the reuaining 4-24's oub ol Port oresby. .
nission of 29 July hed given convinecing proof of Iemney!s conteption thet
. if Meven sn occasionzl hostile Uighter® should elude friendly cover,
the L-2L could not curvive., OFf seven f-24's sent out on that day from
Port loresby with & P-39 escort, six feziled to return, Ffollowing this
. cotastrophe, Oonerul hennsy decided to use the h-3k only for non-cocbei
missions, ond he soon dropped ib oltogether froa the status reports.z9
It is difiieult to zssess the contributions or the Allied Lir
Forces during the [irst montli of the Fepucn Campaign. hny attempted
asscssment must first consider the probable situction had the eneay's
air force besen wholly unopposed, Fiphter squedrons, aided by improved
wieraing facilities, contributed to the deelining number of demaging
rcide on Pert toresty and northern Sustralia. The heavy bombers, in
“ turn, by their notably successful strilies on Rebeul strengthened the
fllies in the air over both ilew Guinea ani the Solomons. Valusblo
axperience in supply wnd treop transport was geined. CFishter planes
Wwere inereasing the scope of their strafing sweeps, znd were lesrning

the technique of escort for bomber nissions, but insurficient evidence
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exists to support glowing claims as to the damage done the enemy along
the Eokoda track. Ower much of it jungle foliage mede possible effective
concealrent of troop positions. JSven the bowbin~ and strafing of
villeges did not nceesserily result in wholesale destruction of stores,
since it is doubtful that trained seldiars would have conveniently con—
centrated their supplies in such obvious targets. In spits of losses,
the Japanese Havy was gble 1o reinforce the Hew Guines invaders slmost
ab will. .4t all points the limited resources availeble to the 41lied
command must be borne in mind., Since heavy boabers were employed chisfly
on distent missions, the burden of boubing utbecks on Lue, Salamaua,
Buna, snd the Lokode track rell upon the B-26's of the 22d Group and
the B~25!'s of the 3d Group. Yet, during the month of Lupust there were
never more than 12 Bu24's and 27 B-26's in conmission.30

In spite of Lllied efforts during this first phase of the caspaign,
the Japanese haed had almost complcte success. They had kept the Allies
on the defensive. They had fimmly established themselves at Buna. They
had advanced more then half the distance to Port Loresby, although they
now raced the most difficult part of the Lokoda track. Japanese
suceesses in flew Guinea coincided with an incressing tempo in the
battle for Guadalcanal. The Allicd cormend was fzced, therefors, with
the question of whether the Japanese would persist in their invasion of
Hew Guinea or concentrate their forees for a counter-attack in the

Solomons.

Filne Bay, 25 sugust to 10 September 1942
41lied intelligence in mid-hugust 19.2 indicated that the Japanese

intended to abendon neither the Solonon Islands campaign nor their advance
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toward Port loresby. Reporis showed that durihg the first three weeks

in Lugust, they had flown some 300 aireraft of 211 types into the lew
Britzin-lew Guinea-Solomen Islands ares, that they had corpleted an
ailr strip at Buna, and were apparently preparing others at Dobodura
near Buna, &t Buka in the Solomons, and Kavieng in lew Ireland, By
2l Lugust, Lllied officials had concluded, therefore, that a major
effort would be directed against Port lloresby with possible parachute
landings there or in the neighborhood of llilne Bay.3 1

fiine Bay, situated in the southeastern tip of lew Guinea, guarded
the sex approaches from the Solomon Sea to southern Hew Guinea. So
far the Japanese had moved zlong the ctoast little if any below Buna,
but it was logical to expect that for the protection of the left flank
of their forces an attempt to occupy (4ine Bay would be made. The
Allies alsc had good reason for sesking to control a point offering
protection for shipping and a base for future infiliration along the
coast. In July the possession of Bunc had similarly figured in Allied
¢nd Japenese plans. The enemy had reached Buna first, but in a like
race for JAilne Bay, the illied grouni and air forees won their first
notable victory of the Papuan Cempaign.

aclrthur, of course, clearly saw the importance of this strategic
position and had laid his plans for the developuent of a base there.
By fugust, faerican and Australian service units with some infantry
and antizirerait support had moved into this land of malarial swamps
and coconut plantations to begin at once the construction of air
strips. On 7 hLwzust, after a three-dey voyage irom Tovnsville, the

8th Fighter Control Squadron errived in the Hnayeng, an old British

M*’f*‘if‘*w‘é’ﬁ
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

T *:‘""‘*f’l‘éi"_gﬁ? 31

T PRCANY LA 2

tub, * to provide aireralt warning faeeilities. /ithin two weeks, this
squadron had established itself necr a newly-completed air sbrip ab Fall
Tiiver, somewhat inlond from the north shore of the Bay, and had seont
debtachments out to its seza flanks on Goodenough and Hormanby islands,
By 11 jugust, the 75 and 76 BALF P40 oguauarons, some of whose members
had participated in the defense of Porb loresby in the spring, and 2
few HLLT Hudsons, vere based ob Ffall Kiver, uhere the new air sirip wes
cubisfactory for fighters bubt as yet was inadegueste for heavy bombers.
The coconub plantations offered splendid peossivilities for concealment,
but rain had supsrscburated the normudly swampy ground and mede dispsrsal
ci:i.f.'.u".‘;i.tcuZL‘o.32 By 19 Lugust, however, lizcarthur could report a fairly
satisfaciory situction: one strip would be ready for bombers by 25
lugusts 1o others already under construction would be completed
respectively by 5 and 25 September. The expected arrival the next day
¢of a brigade of the relisble 7th hustralian Division would swell the
total garrison to some 10,000 me.n.33

Jopenese cerdel activity hal clready been stepped up in such o way
zg¢ to suzzest on impending move into :lilne Bay. Port Iboresby had hald
its 78th raid on 17 Jugust; Daruin experienced raid muber 27 on 23
August. eamhile Jap flyers were shoving unusual interest in lilne
Bay itself. For several daye righters appsared over Fall Alver, wiere
on 24 Lugust experienced Lustrelian pilots inbercepbed acbout a dozen
Zeros, shooting down two und severaly dazmaging others.% Ominous
reports now beran 1o cowz in from the 4355th Bombardment Squadron. On
2L huzust an unknown number of Japs landed near Tufi on Cape lelson,

some distance below Suna. On 25 fuwmst, 7 barges were reported to

have lended on CGoodenouch Island. Un the same aay, alert recoanai
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shadoved a convoy ol three cruisers (or destroyers), two transporbs, and
an assortment of mwall craft until there seemed 1little doubt that its
destination was Jilne Bay.3 s
The approach of this convoy coinclded with uassasonsble weather.
For two weslis freguent dovmpours had kept dispersal ureas and lunding
fields under water end mud., Continusd rains and visibility of from
zero to half & mile now protected the approaching vessels, A formation
of nine B-17's from the 93d Sguacron of the 19th Group failed to locate
the convoy ch 25 Jlupust and returned to Port !bresby. Australion units
rlying from Fall River had more success, One Hudson was delegated to
lead 24 P-L0's 1o the convoy, and succeeded in spoLting the rapidly
moving ships 0 miles east of llilne Bay. Using six fighters for top
cover, tne remainder oif the P-40's, each of them armed with one 300-
pouad demolition boub, exseuted dive-bombing abttacks, The destruction
of one of the smaller, amied vessels was claimed ab a cost of one P—l;O.Bé‘
Tne Japs had probably expected to use fighters based at the im-
proved Bune alr strip ss cover for their lancing, but this the Allies
wyle able bo prevent them from doing. So long as the fillies held the
crest of the Cwen=Stanleys, Suna could nob receive adeguate warning
ol approaching attack., For in z speedy vighter it was only a matfer
cf minutes fron Kokoda to Buna. Air tecbiclans took advaatage of this
fact. On 25 fugust, 17 P=400's sot out for Buma., Storms bhufteted tie
licht Pighters as they tried to find their viay through ths teezcherous
gep in the Guwen-3tanleys. The weather drove 13 planes back, but the
remaining four dove low over the airdrome strarfing many dispersed
eneny planes. Shortly thereafter seven rore P=400's, swept through

the mist end entlaireraft fire in rive separate runs, On their final

sy _
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run, pilots counted 10 Zeros burning on the ground. The P=j00's
followed up this successful etteck by amother on 256 lugust. This tipe
as they approached the targeb, 10 Zeros vere rolling across the landing
sbriy in an ztbempt to intercept the attack. Twenty-mm cannon and
machine-gun [ire once more reked the field, destroving siz of the
Zeros.37 These Allied successes prevenbed the development of anbitbious
plens for fighter cover ol the Japunese landing ab "lIlne Bay.

Thougn by 25 sugust the Allied garrison under 11z3., Gen., C. B.
Clowes had been warned of an Imminent attack, there was no elue unbil
the following day as to the point slongz the swanp-protected shoreline
ab vhich to expect an attempted landing. At about 0100 on 26 Lusust,
Lo fustralisn patrol boabs moving through steaming rain and mist along
the northcrn shore of the Bay sighted the Jzp landing foree, They
quickly radiced [wustralian ground force headguarters, directing the
troops thers to a point several uiles rroa che airfield.33

The Japanese apparently vere surprised by the A1llied streagth.

They obviously lnew the base was being developed, for their planes had
devoted considerable attention to the area prior to the invasion. It is
possible, however, that they had not learned of recent reintorcements.
One account asserts that as the asnemy soldisrs advanced into the "morass
of flowinyg mud and . . « bangled wilderness of cocoput plantebions,®
they were laughing and singing., 3Since they landed only an estimated
2,000 men, they must have miscalculated Allied strength.39 Hevertheless,
though few in nuzber, they were juagle-trained and well equipped for
the job. They had light tanks ejquioped with traciss 10 feet wide anid
with blinding searchlights. They attacked nostly at night, supported
by shell fire from destroyers ana crulsers which concealed thaaselves
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by day froa fillied bombers, but seemed ever-present at nigh'b.z’o

Puring the day, the opposing zair forces provided support for their
ground troops. Allied heavy and .iedium borbers pabrolled the Bay in
. search of suitzble targets, but, in generzl, they had Iittle success on
these missions, On 26 lugust, B-1l7's froa tae 19th Groupn, with a few
attached plenes from the 43d Croup, carried out 1) sorities. Five—inch
£A shells froam the crulsers tore through one of the heavy bombers,
comsletely destroying it, but the remainder pressed their attaocks
below a 2,000~foot ceiling, and two planss froa the 934 Scuadron
claimed to hove aancged two crulsers. Beginning at dewa, the LLAF
squadrons based =t Fall River struc: repeutadly at all signs of eneny
. activity. They strafed londing barges, 15 of which were dravmn up on
tite beach. Tnzy poured mochine-pun bullets into pzs druns which were
Floacing in the surf near skore. Cnez pilot spotted a truck upon wiich
. hz concentrated his trocers until it u:-;oloded.l"l
although outnuabered, the Jugs at first pushed forviard toward the
air{field. They hindered doybine counterattacks by Leaving small rroups
of snipers in conceszled positions to harrass the Dirgers rroa the recr.
ihe faxous dustralica 75 ana 0 3ouaarons atbe.pbed to wipe oub taese
pocksts of rosiscence by stra.ing suspicious pointo of conceclrernd,
including thc teps of pull brees., Un onz o these roids, Feter
furnbull, lezder of bthe 75 fquadron, wimer of the DFC in Libys, and
vebersn of the carly defens: of Port loresby, czugnt his wing on the
. top of & coconub pala and crashed in .t"Zl.an*les.LLg
The Japsnese advanced ripidly to the airrfivld, but here wsell-

treined defenders, mode up of Australicn infuntry aod Joorican enginesrs,

relled them baciz, The F-40's persistantly attacied the taniss, now

i
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partly bogped dovn in lour to six Ceet of mud, ~hile the Dirgors mowved
Yorwerd., By 29 August, infiliration and eneirclemant ivere graduslly
making: the Jop position hopcless, ond thet nisght a large nwsber were
evacusbed by the ubiquitous Juipunessz (lest.z:'o:,n:;‘:c'.s."‘L3
Un 1 Jepbewoer 1942, oo/ rilurts co:munique'a announced that fllied
forces were mopping up. An editorial in the Jew Yorir iimes cormented:
"Yesherday the lokyo radie broadcast some pleasent itews zbout an art
exnibit ot the cupital, a new Joponese swianlng record, and a bighearted
dapsriece genersl wio Deels sorry Lor the Filipinos hecouse we mis-—
treatcd then. Bub there has bsen no nmention of Ililne Bay.!
The fighting wes not entirely over although the battle had been
clec:i.dentﬁl.ipliL &L summarizing communique on 31 Augnst 1942 claimed that
the Japanesc had fallen "into the trap with disastrous consequences to
him," Actuslly it does not seem to have been so much a trap as a
savare battle for a strategic area which the Allies had reached first.
Both sides sustained heavy casuslties. Of the estimated 2,000 trcops
landed by the Japanesc, from 700 to 1,000 were killed, and 9 were
teken priscner., Of the 3,000 Austrelian veterans who fought in & no-
quarter struggle, wmore than 2,000 were lost, and this does not count
the militia. Of most importance, perhanss, was the fact that the Lllies
had cut off the left prong of the pincers grasping ior Port Lboresby.
hlthough the Jap right flani: zlong the Kokoda track still was advance
ing, the lilne 8ay victory removed a purt &t lezst of the threat. Allied
air units, hendicapped by the pre-rainy season storms hed not been zble
to prevent eibther the landing or the evacusztion, but they had eliminated
pach of the fighter cover for Japanese activities, by constant attacks

had probably hindered reinforcement, had destroyed supplies
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encouraged bhe ground forees by low-flying st,\ppcnﬂ’r,.}"5

Hokoda-Torgbaiwa Ridge, 25 fugust to 2 Lovanber 1942

. While Allied air-ground forces of the Southwest Fecific for the
first time were inflicting « severe deieat on eneny forces at filne
Bay, the right ilank of the Japanese orftensive in Hew Guinea was meel-
ing with greater succezss. On 31 fugust their itreops, continuing a
diversionary effort touard wau, dereated the small Australian rorce
in that rencts area.hé Llong the Eokoda track, Japanese units wers
preparing for a further thrust toward thelr immediate goal, FPord
Yoreshy.

After be:i:ng foreed out of Iickoda by enemy assaulbs the Australians,
reinforced by an additionzl bzrtalion, had established positions runaing
through the villages of Isurava and Deniki. Their plan was to maintain
e deronse in depth, holding positions designed to -cover strategic

. AGEas .

cient strengbh at any one point. The Japs, moving along high ground,

Limited rorces, however, prevenbed che maintenance of suffi-

consistently outrlenked them or intiltrated through wealk points.
Battalions newly arrived in the iorvward areas found the usuol dirfi-
culties adjusting to the terrain. Patrols, forced to explore territory
aven in the rear of their own lines, founa nunerous passable Eracks
those existence had previously been uninown, ~Coomunication presented
elmost insurmountavle aifriculties. OCoabrol areas had to rely on a
. single telephone line which was supplaacsated to some extent by radio,
but the latter orten proved undependable where mounbtains ana stormy

L7

weather presented effective interfereace.

e
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The 53d Australian Battaiion held the flank at Isurava Ridgze.
This militia unid had recelved some jungle training; bub welghed down
by unduly heavy cguipment, coascnded by inferior non-coas, znd harassed
by an aluost invisible enemy, its morele stesdily deteriorated. Cn
29 hupust afber proliminasry infiltration, the Japs launched a Irontal
attack., Veterans of the lolwda fightineg held, but the 534 Battalion
gave viay, and the Japs on 30 Aupust ned accomplished a major break-

througn. 8

Reinforeenents froa the 7th sustralian Division, after an
exnausting merch over the Owen-btanleys, arrived too late to stea the
Jupsnese advance, and the [llied foree, suiTering heavy losses, was
forced back throush the g::.p.l“9

The withdraval continuzd to ITorsbaliia fiidge. The Jgpanese had
accomplished cnother of the "impossibles": a cowperatively small iorce
had fouzht its way over the Guen-Stonleys, znd on 15 3eptenber 1942 wis
wilthdn 30 cdles of Port lorosby. (.t thet justrolisn outpost could be
heard ocecagiontlly the boom of the Lustralian 25-pounier or the Jep
T5=im. Sub thore wers siwns of hope for the silies. Cn 15 sephembern,
three frosh iustralicn babtalions reuched Torebaivia hidge to reinforce
the exhousted trocps falling baek froa lokodu. Un the seme doy the
first Lmericun infantrymen to arrive in llew Guinve, members of the
32d Division, vwere landed by transport plane at Seven—dle Lirdrome
near Port llorechy. Yoreovur, Jepanese supply lines were now dangerously
extended, und the e¢newy faced the saxe problem of supply that heretofors
had seriously hempercd the Sllied effort, Upon this wealmass, the
£11ied Liir Forces were to maintzin = continual a‘b‘back.sa

The contribubion of the Allied iLir Forces comtinusd mmeh gs bzfore,

clthouph experience and careful plauning produced improvements in

HtPpmmeay ) >
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techniqua. HNedium and hesvy units struck arainst distant bases,
harassed convoys, end borbed proaincnt supply points in Few Cudnes.
Fighters provided "top cover! for bonbers and transports vhen missions
viere within the linibed renre of P-h0's, F=39's, and P-400's. Fighters
and Light bozbers maintained & bombing and sbracing petrol over the
track as continvously zs weather and the avallebility of planes per-
mitted,

figbaul and Bulia continued to serve as Key supply peints and air
bases for Japanese operztions hobth in Hew Guinez and the Solonons.
During September and October General Kemney's heavy bowmbers carried
out at least 12 missions ayrainst the airdrome at Buin, 8 against Buke,
end L5 against ground targets ot Habaul. Jarlier atbtacks had concen~
Trated on shipping and the inportant airfields. The new series of
missions, some of which vere in direct response to rejuests from naval
commenders in the Soubh Facific, included Rabaul tovn as well'ﬂ

The attaclis wers carefully plomned. In soma instances, RALF PRY's
vwould fly slowly over the town at 5,000 to 7,000 feeclt, dropping z few
demolition or fragmentation bombs and a shower of incendisries. The
bescons thus provided guided E~17's in their bombing runs, somstimes
to precision-bomb the airdromes or other identifinble targets irom
4,000 to 10,000 feet, sometimes to boxzb zones in the general target
area, usually to swWoop down low enough to rire .50-callber bullets at
searchlipgnts and personnel. The size and frejuency of these attacks

demonstrate the growing striking poiwer of "he air® in the Southwest

52
Pacific. ’

The {irst raid apainst Rcbaul town was scheduled for 1 Oetober. It

was plammed to use the entire 19th Group, and the squadron commender

Mo e oo,
G & Fa- 2y
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made every effort to put all their B-17's in comsission. At the last
minute, however, the attacl: was called off as "someone talked too much,!
and "everybody" knew sbout it. On 5 October, however, eight bombers
of the Z3th and 30th Sgquadrons left Port !bresby for Vunskencu and
Lakunai airdrowces, They complebed their bombing runs but met Fierce
resistance from enemy fighters. In faet, the 30th Sguedron, commznded
by laj. John A. House, was shot up so badly that it could not pertici-
pate in even heaviur miscions scheduled for the 9th and 1Cth. 23

These two operztions, the largest to date agsinst Rabaul, combined
the resources of tha two heavy groups, the 634 Squadron of the 43d
Group, commended by &j. \iilliam G. Benn, receiving orders to Jjoin
vith the 28th and 93d Sguadrons of the 19th Growp., Lfter the initial
hop to Fort Ibresby, 2ll crews were carcfully briefed, Thirty heavy
bozbers then took ofi for Rabaul, led by sslected planes of the 19th
Group under the personsl commend of laj. John .. Dougherty, group
operztions officer. Tnese leading planes illuminated the target srea
with flares, the first #o bs used "in & black nigat attack.™ Though
one engine of Dougherty's plane burst into rlames, he remained over
Rebawl for 45 minutes while B-17's of the three squadrons dropped 5U0-
pound boribs. 3Back at Port loresvy, the day was spent in preparation
for « return mlssion the following night., Since the ground personnel
of the 634 wers many hundreds of niles avey ab Iarecba, there was
little rest Lor bomber crsws during that day. With the aid of Haj.
Bernard 4. Schriever, engineer officer of the 19th Grou., Iliajor Benn
of the 63d Squedron and Haj. felix Hardison of the Y3d were able to
put all their planes into the air for the second mission, and once more

accompanied by some planes of the 28th Sgueadron returned to Rebaul to

o 1
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finish vhat they wight "have missed the first night.! In the second
mission, 21 B-17's participoted. Two such missions across the eguatorial
front and over a heavily defended enemy base completely exhausted the
“ crews., As the historian of the 63d Squadron reported, the "whole gang”
wanted to touch Port Lboresby only long enough to gas up before continu-
ing to areeba for "a lot of sleep, rest . . . some maintenance," and a
hd=hour pass.%
A follow-up attack was made on 13 October by the 19th Group. The
plenes as usual had flown from their Australian bases to Seven-llile
Airdrome at Port loresby on the preceding day. Lfiter a briefing at
2000 hours and @ short rest in gross huts near the fisld, the crews
. prevared to take off at 2200, Crossing the Owen-Stanleys &t aboub
14,000 feet, they gradudlly decreased altitude until at 0200 hours they
had fixed their location over the Hew sSritein comst nesr Gasmate. Lead-
. ing planes dropped ilares to lirht up the target arca, bub in some
cases the precise timing required on such missions was lacking. For
exzmple, one planc was two miles zway when the 1lares were dropped, and
they had burnt out before it had completed its run; moreover the bom-
bardier was not ready on the second run; and not until the fourth run
did he pick wp the runway end lay his stick ol borbs in the assigned
area, During this dawn assault, 30 tons of borbs wers dropped.?-
In addition to distant boubing missions, the Allied Liir Forees
. continued to patrol the New Guinea coast line in search of Japanese
activity. During this pericd, the Japs were obtaining supplies at
Bune lzrgely by small-boat iransportation rather than by lerge convoys.
They lozded supplics on motor launches, cenoes, luggers, and landing

barges, which, under cover of darkness or stormy weather, would creep

oo .
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along the shore from Iaes or Selemaua to Buna and Sanznanda. To prevent
such traffic proved almost impossible. Cmall boats offered an cven
more illusive btarget than had the July and Auzush convoys., Persistent
‘ “ abtvenpts, howvever, were made to interfere by the bombing and strafing
of barges besched in the Buna—Sansnanda area. 30
Albhough there were several false alamms, few large convoys
appeared ofl the llew Guinea Coast auring Sepbember and Getober.
Inteliigence officers suspected that submarines were bringing supplies
to the garrisons of Lae and Selamaun, wnd ror the supply line over the
Gwer.-a‘stanleys.f' g Cne rairly substantial landiog, however, aid occur
at Buna. Reconnaissance early oa 5 Uctobor 1942 warned of the approsch
. of L lizht cruiser and 1 destroyer (or 2 destroyaers) snd one 10,L0u0-
ton transport. Two B-25's investigating the conwoy found themselves
attacked by a strong fomiation of Zeros. The B-Z»'s dropped their
. bombs trom L, 000 r'eet withoub success, but shot down two Zeres; one
B-25 was lost. Another formetion of eix B-25's, flying ab 10,0uu reet,
missed thelr bargeb with 500- and 100-1n. boobs belore the deros drove
then of £, B-17's escorted by f.oF Deswrighters atteined even less
success when they feiled to loeatz ilhe convoy. The Japs landed an
esbimebed 1,000 uen. -
The troops cad supplies wiich tihe Japenese landed either by convoy
or small boat in the vieinity of Buna had to move over the track alwost
“ 100 2iles to the rroat abt Iorsbaiwa lidge. TFroa the waln supply duaps
at Buna nabives,pressed into service by the eneay, carried ammunitioa
snd food to subsidiary supply points zlong the traclh. The first part
of the journey iias relatively sasy except wnen rains rlooded the

rivers end soaked the normally passable track. After leaving Dokoda,

T _
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however, Japauess supplies had to be corrisd over the same rpuntaing

and the szn> gorges that had so discouraged the Lustralians in their
operations of [luyust and early September. A first-hand knowledge of
“ the vulnerability of this supply line encouraged the Allies to think
that persistent air attacks might cut off the Jsp troops at Iorabaiwa.
General renney, therefore, threw all aveilsble planes against
supply points along the Hokoda track. Fighters based at Fort Uoresby
and medium and heavy bombers bas=d in northern Australia, but using
Port oresby as a refueling station, wers joined in September by
modified L-20's, planes which soon were almost to momopolize low-level
abtack operations. Llthoush these light bombers had been carried on
. the status reports rfor several months, they had serious wealmesses for
corbal operations. Their fucl capaueity was insufficient for the tough
haul over the Ouwen~Stanieys, and their rour .30-coliber machine guns
. provided inadequats fire power for low-level attack. Bul with addition
of four .50-caliber machine guns and two A50-zallon bomb bay tanks,
the L-20's were now coaveri:d into a useful wespon. Two Lmerican
squadrons, the Sth and £9th of the 34 sombardment Croup, and at least
one RALF sguadron were thus eguipped and atbzched for operatiomns to the
Northeastern Lrea, Through July and isugust, these modified aireraft
were engaged in training missions, working in conjunction with jus~
tralien Beaufighters or diving ot B-25's to give the latter training
. in defensive tectics. Finally on 29 lLugust, the E9th Squedron moved
to Kila Kila Field at Port Horesby., The plan was to maintain two squad-
rons of /i-20's here and the others in Ausbralia, thus making possible
periodic rotation for both planes and crews.59

Fers L s [
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Although the Japs were well trained in making £ull use of the

perrain for concesluent, they could not camouflage certain obvious
targa'bs.60 Lmong them was the much-borbed Wairope bridge across the
Kurusi River, slightly over half way between Buna and Yokoda. This
bridge originelly had been suspended on wires across a chesm of tha
Kumusi. Although the river Vwas fordoble st certein points along the
track, it wes o Lreacherous streams consequently, the pridpge provided
o scfermeans of meintaining the supply line. For grester permanence
the Japs hzd replaced the original malre—shift structure by another seb
on pilings driven into the river bed.él

ifter intelligence had reported in the midile of Geptember the
construction of this new bridgs, it becade 2 tantalizing terget for
every kind of air sttack, BSetween 21 Sepbesber and 3 October, 13
separate bombing sttacks wera made on the bridge. &after a dive-bomber
attack with P~40's using 500~pound bombs, on 25 Sepbember, the pilots
reported the bridge corpletely destroyed. Flyers abbacking again on the
2sth sbabed that the bridge appeared to be 10 feeht wide, was constructed
with fives supports between the bunls of the river, and had a floor con-
sisting of timbers five inches thick. On 30 September, B-17's bombed
from 3,000 to 4,000 reet, and the next oy four attacks by B-17's and
P-4,00's, which dropped belly tanis and chen strated them, were said to
have destroyed 18 feet of the tlooring.*?

The purpose of the bridge, meanvhile, was causing some speculabion.
Oecasional reports mentioned other bridges in the nsighborhood, but no
one seeried to know exactly how many there wez-e.é’3 One sumaary stated
that it might have been merely a decoy to drew attention rrom the use

of fords or camoutlaged bridges in less obvious parts of the rivar.él*'

s s o -
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If such were the case, it certainly sepved its purpose. Nevertheless,

the Japs seemed unduly esger to keep the main span repaired. On

1 Octobsr, for exemple, when a large portion of the bridge was reported
destroyed at 0300, the Japs had repaired and were using it sgain by
1530.%%

Particular missions somstimes reguired more careful preparation.
Discovering that the Japs were using mules as well as natives to carry
their supplies over the dizficul® traci, the Bth Photo Squadron assumed
the responsibility of locabing their corrals and supply dumps. Late
one afternoon, the camcra-squipped F-4's photographed the track irom
7,000 teet. That evening Hajor Polifka, squadron commander, completed
a nosaic by vhich 47 supply duups and three mule corrals vere locabed.
Apmed with small prints of the mosaie, Colonel Davies! A~20's ook off
from Fort Yoresby on the following day and methodically bombed and
strafed each of these targets.bé

A study of operational reports indicates that high-leval bombings
of such bargets ss wairopi bridge, supply dumps, end grounded planes
fraquently failed in their objectives, Just as the ground forces were
hampered by inexperience, so the oir forces were contronted by new
problems uhlch could be solved only by experiments ond on-the~spot
modifications. _lsny complications arose o hinder sccurate bombing.
Foor visibility interfered with numerous miscions. +The usez of certain
bombs was still in the experinental sbage. Zenney's ilyers, for example,
could not use stabiligzad fragmentation boabs because of lack of tables
tor high-altitude boxbing, znd because of the zatety factor for low-

level abbtaclks, One hundred-pound boubs with instentaneous nose fuzes

slso were unsefe for use abt low altitudes, while rrom high altitudes

—
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they would drive into the ground and form a crater which would throw
fragments vertically rather than horizontally toward the targets.67
An experiment using parachute bombs was tried in a carefully
“ coordinated attack on Buna. On 12 September 1942, seven B-17's swept
in through rain sgualls and heavy antiaircraft fire to drop 3@0-pound
demolition bombs from 3,000 feet on the airdrome. These were followed
by additional demolition bombs dropped by five B-26's from 5,000 feet.
Finally, and under a cover provided by P-400's, A-20's roared over the
target area at 70 feet pouring .30- and .50-caliber bullsts into paried
enemy plenes and loosing over 300 x 23-pound parachute bombs. In gpite
of poor visibility, all antisircraft fire was silenced, and the A-20
. group commander claimed 17 Zeros destroyed on the ground. Ons B-17
was shot down. This was the first reported use of parachute bombs in
the Southwest Pacifie. Although the supply was insufficient for an
. immediete renewal of the attack, it proved a highly significant prelimi-
nary test in the light of similar blows directed against airdromes in
the:middle of IEovember.b8
An even more diff'icult phase of air operations was the direct
support given the troops along the track. Here fighting occurred
beneath a canopy of thick foliage which greatly increased the danger
of mistaking Australian troops or friendiy natives for the enemy, a
difficulty persisting throughout the campaign and never completely over-
“ come. FPrincipal reliance of the air units wes placed upon air lialson
officers posted with the ini'ant.rng;dertook to identify targets for
attacking planes, usually hmerican or hAF A-2u's, by the use of smoke

or panel signals., Sweeping low stross mountain ridges and treetops,

the A=20 crews watched for the signal,; and having located their own
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ground forces would strafe either indicated points or the leng;th of the
tracs held by the enemy. The attack was usually made under a cover
provided by P-39's or P-[00's, A4fter the 4-20's had completed their
the

attack and turned for the 40- to 56-mile trip back to Port kbresby

fighters would drop down to treetop level and add for good measure
their own machine-gun and light—cammon fire.69

In the forward areas, meanwhile, the outlook was getting brighter.
The reinforced Diggers were now beating the Japs at their own game.
Camcuflaged patrols infiltrated the Jap lines, The Australian 25-
pounders hamcered at prepared positions and destroyed barricades.
Finally on 28 September 1942, the Diggers launched a main attack out~
flanking Japanese positions and forcing strong defenses with the
ba.y(me‘r..70 Thus began the Japanese retreat. This time the Australians
found that the jungle had taken its toll of the ememy. To the charac-
teristic jungle odors had been added the stench of decomposing Japs,
dead from starvation, typhus, dysentery, or the poisons of jungle
i'ruits.7l

In contrast to the lack of allied prepazration apparent vefore
15 September, this success demonstrated careful planning. The advanc-
ing Austrslians moved cautiously, bringing up food and medical supplies,
paying careful attention to sanitation, eliminating Jap resistance before
pushing too far along the trax:k.72 The Japs still offered tenacious
resistance, but between 12-21 October 1942 a further flanking attack
in the neighborhood of Templeton's Crossing forced them from ™the wide

spot in the road' where the mountain trails Join for the descent to

2
Buna."7’Just three months efter the Japs had captursd Xokoda, the

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

e K7
i W s
L LeRE

Australiens on 2 Jovember forced then out of that villege in the northern
foothills of the Oven—itanleys and placed ths small airfield, 1,200

feet zbove sea level, once a,ain in Ailied hands. liow transport planes
could carry in supplies and reinforcenments; they could evacuaste sick

znd wounded in a few minubes from the combzt areas to Port loresby
whereas before 10 men had been reguired as litter-bearers for each
wounded man carried baeck along the precipitous track.w"

Lppin it is difficult to evaluate the role of the air forces during
this period of changing fortunes. Opsrabtional reports frequently ad-
mitted Lhat an «stimube of resulbts wes impossible.75 Severazl indica-
tions, however, point to a more effective use of air pover. Aus-
tralicn ground troops commented on the results of strafing, stating
that enemy supplies and personnel had been destroyed by fragmentation
bozbs and .50-caliber bullets, and fustralian liaison officers praised
particularly the vork of the modified A--20. Furtherwre, the starved condi-
tion of Japanzse dead indicated that the air rorce had at least helped

76

to prevent sufficient supplies from reaching the forward areas. A

Japanese document falling into Allied hands describes the results of
an attack on the Buna alr strip by B-17's escorted by Beam:f:ibghfc,ers:77

Cn the 5th October, 1942, 1330 hours 8 enemy fighters and 5§
Boeing Bl7's attacked the machine gunners' waiting place at
the Buna airfield's machine-gun position. Ammunition nearby
wias hit., Goasoline cans in the vicinity were destroyed
totally, along with the ammunition. lachine gunners took
their position and took up the battle, ALfter the enemy
plancs vithdrew, we tried to exbtinguish thes flemes, but the
rifle armunition and the pistol ammunition in the tents,

and the gasoline cans in the vicinity, exploded., /e could

not get near and the above items iwere destroyed by fire.
Although the Japs continued to reinforce and supply their troops

by sea, Allied azir power attained some access in harassing the sea lanes.

[ Sl
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Frequent strafing destroyed numerous barges and supplies on the beaches. ©°

Although the convoy of 5 October succeeded in reaching Buna, cnobher
convoy spotted off southern New 3Britzin on 1 Hovembsr was driven back

“ by continued bombing znd strafing assaults including virtuwlly every
type of plenc in CGeneral Xenney's command: B-17's, B-26's, B-25's,
Deauforts, Besufighlers, £-20's, and dive-bombing P—hO‘s.79 The con-
tinued abtacks on airficlds at Lae, Salamava, and Buna in conjunction
with air bombardment of Rabaul served the purpose not only of supporting
land caupaighs in Papua and Guadaleanal but also of wearing down Jap
air power. This policy Kemney himself had outlined succinetly shortly
after his assumption of the Allied air command in Lugust:ao

. Opereting from advanced bases is a horrible handicesp, but

with the Japs out-numbering us in the air zbout three to one

and with a long-renge fighter for escorting their borbers

I do not dare to base any bomberdment in New Guinea until

I weed ilr. lloto dovn to my size. That is what weare trying

to do at the present time. . « o He built his whole stretepy

. on fightar cover, If we take out his fighters, his bombers

won't go. They are poorly defended and a P~4L0 or P=39 is

good for about three or four of then helore the ammnition

gives out. If his fighters and his bombers don't zo, his

treops and boats don't po either, so I am going to conbinue

working on the Jap zir force as hard as I can.

Vith the battle of Iorabaivia Ridge, purely defensive opsrations
in the Papuan Campaign ended. The prongs of the Jap pincers clutching
at Port loresby had been broken off. !Ulne Bay and Jorabaiwa Ridpge
marked the bturning peint in the campaign., Undoubbedly lustralian
pressure and the railure of supply forcedthe Jagpansse to retreat, but

. it does not entirsly account for the speed with which they retraced
their steps along the track. Probably their scoubs or the jungle

grapevine had brought them word of an entirely new element in the opera-

tiona, the ferrying by transport plane of large numbe ]
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troops from Port lloresby to a point dangerously close to thelr main base
ab Buna. Only a quick withdrawal could save the Japanese from the
possibility of being trapped between advancing sustralians and the

sir-borne fmericans lending at their rear.
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Chapler III

BUMA

Backrround: Plans and Grganization
Sacitzro Lrgary

The Buna phase of the Papusn Campaisn marks the chaenge from a
defensive to offensive operation on the part of the Allies. During
the preceding months, Allied strategy bad been simply to repel the
Japanese armiy along the Hokoda traeck and to forestell its occupation
of other Papuezn bases. lacirthur's ultimate aim in Papua, however, was
far more than a purely defensive ons. He plamned to annihilate the

. eneny Zorces and to secure bases on the northeastern coasght of Hew
Cuinea as a prelude for further offensives., He would accomplish this
by an enveloping movement in which fresh imerican troops would move
around the Japenese left flunk by a northessterly rout: across the Owen-
Stenleys to cut off the ememy in the neizhborhood of lzirope. Cargo
planes were to supply the troops roving overlana by dropping rotions
and equipment ot speciried points until they had reached a point near
enouzh to tho cozst to be supplied by small boats rfrom liilne Bay.l
Chief among the ground forces availeble for the operation were the
foerican 32d Division, which had been roceiving coabat treining in
fiusbratia, and bhe fustrelian 7th Division, most or wnich was alrsady
engaged in the Xokoda righbing.”
“ The Lllied Lir rorces uere being conplavely reorgenized auring
the rell of 1942. There had bzen criticisa by those who reld that

amgricen units were oo much under Australian dosination, and with
5
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competent American headquarters parsonnel now availaoble, it was considered
that a seporate hnericen air force could be established. laj. Gen.
Georga C. hennsy's selection in the summer to sucoesed Brett had piven
“ proaise of en erfective reorpgespiszation and of vigorous alr operations in
the Soubhwest Pacific. Henney, who had jumped from the rank of lieutenant
colonel to brigazdler gensral in Januaury 1941 and to major general in
Pebruzry 1942, reached iustrelie in July +ith o brilliant record as
conmander of the Ffourth LAir Jorce and previous to that as commandant of
$he Hir Corps Zaginevring School at wright Field.?
On 4 fugust 1942, Kenney aczcumsd commaznd of the Lllied .ir Forces,
within thres days, General llacirthur requested aubhorization from the
. ‘iar Department for the formation of a typically fmorican organization of
HAF units and suzgested the designotion of Fifth 4ir Force in honor of
his former eir comuand in the Philippines. Authorization was received
. on 9 Lupgust, and the Fifth Lir Force was offieiclly constitutzd on 3
Septenber, Kemey ilmmediately assuzed command, bub retained in addition
his coxmand of the Lllied Lix Forees.™
Several nonths passed berore the organization was fully complete.
The Fifth Air Force was to include the V Fighter, the V Bomber, and the
¥V Lir Base Commands. Bub the headmquarters and headguarters squadrons
of the air force and the bomber and air base commands were not ofrficially
transferred I[roa the Philippines to Australia until 2 Hovember., Unly
“ the V Pighter Command was transierred divectly from the United States,
and, although meny of its personnel were already in the Southwest
Paciflic, the headquerters and headguuarters squadron did not officimlly
arrive until 24 Hovember. 7

During the formstive period of the new organizabtion, between

W .
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hugust and December 1942, staffs Wwere being chosen and operational
methods discussed and t,es’c,ed..6 By September, Kenney had established
an advanced echelon at Port iioresby under his Deputy Commander, aj.
“ Gen. idnnis G, Whitehead, and had selected Brig. Gen. Kemneth N, Walker,
who had already distinguished himself by accompanying numerous bombing
missions to obtain first-hand information, for the V Bomber Command.
¥hitehead also temporarily filled in as fighter commander until
succeeded on 11 November by Col. Paul B. “Wurtsmith, who had so ably
led the 49th Group in the defense of Darwin during the spring and
sumer months,”’
As Commanding General of the Allied Air Forces, General Kenney
. held operational control over both the Fifth Air Force and the RAAF
with the latter retaining its administrabive autonomy. Moreover, it
was decided to establish a fairly clear line of demarcation between the
. operational responsibilities of the HAAF and the Fifth Air FPorce. Except
for the Northeastern Area, the HAAF assumed the responsibility for de-
fense of the Australian continent, and in addition full responsibility
for the Northwestern Ares from which reconnaissance and bomber opera-
tions agalinst the Netherlands Zast Indies were usually flown. The
Fifth Air Force was entrusted with the Northeastern Area from which
the plamned offensive was to be launched. The arrangement was by no
means inilexible. RAEAF squadrons were atiached to the Fifth Air Force
“ and repeatedly participated in its operations, while the Fifth fre-
quently fumished units to its ally on resquest. American heavies,

for example, were often based near Darwin as insurance against a possi-
8

ble Jzpanese offensive thrust from the East Indies.
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Operations against Convoys and Distant Bases

The reorganization of the air forces did not profoundly change
the operational routine which had been established during the opening
months of the Fapuan Campaign. However, the success of the iacArthur
plan for the destruction of the Japanese Papuan Army depended to some
extent upon the increased effectiveness of Kenney's air units. It was
becoming obvious that this proposed annihilation would not take place
unless the flow of Jap reinforcements and supplies could be cut off.
The anti-convoy operations of the air force, therefore, assumed more
and more significant proportions. Such operations included strikes
against shipping along the New Guinea coast and long-range bombing
missions against supply peints which served as reservoirs for enemy
forces voth in the Solomons and in New Guinea. To carry out heavy
bomber raids against such objectives in October and November, Xenney
had two bomber groups equipped with B~17's, the veteran 19th Group and
the 43d. By dint of meny extra hours of work by ground crews, these
two groups usually were able to maintain a daily strength of approxi-
mately 4O heavy bombers in coxmnission.9

This strength was insutficient to conduct a general air offensive
in the Southwest Pacific, and Kenney constantly pressed his needs for
reinforcements. In a letbter to General Arnold on 24 October he wrote:
"I wish you would believe that I have been awfully lucky so far out
here; I have gambled with weather forecasts, time of Jap takeoffs,
movements of shipping, troops and everything else——you may call it

estimsting the situation correctly but actually it is guesswork. . . .

The Jap is two days from the factory toc the combat zone and he may
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swarm all over me. If I am iknocked out, believe me, the grou;ld troops
are all through in this theater. New Guinea, including ioresby, will
g0 back to the Japs if the air gets chased out."™0

This letter caused General Arnold 'Yconsiderable apprehension." He
felt strongly that the "number 1 theater in this war is Burope and the
number 2 is Australis," and he requested that a reassessment of the
requirements of the Southwest Facific be made. A study made as a re-
sult of this request led to the conclusion that the air forces in the
Southwest Pacifiic had been built up as much as was consistent with the
over-all policy. On 6 December, therefore, Arnold replied to Kenney
that he plamnned to keep the Fifth Air Force strong enough to defend the
area "and to carry out a limited offensive. . . ." This policy was, of
course, consistent with his views that "Hitler is the more powerful
opponent, both presently amnd potentially, and it would be far more
dangerous to maintain a defense in his case until such time as he could
gather his forces for a combined eﬂ‘ort."ll

Hevertheless, General irhold had already emphasized on 1 December
that the Fifth Air Force should be kept up to strength. He felt that
the two heavy bombardment groups particularly should receive regular
replacements so that ¥enney could count st all times on a strength of

70 heavies .12

Such a program, however, was complicated by a plan drawn
up at Washington in July 1942 to replace all B-17's in the Pacific
areas with B-24's. On 10 September, hrnold warned Kenney of the im-
pending change in a personal letter, including a tentative schedule of
replacement, and within a month, a %ar Department cable officially
stated that future sllocations of heavy bombers to the Pacific areas

-

were to be exclusively B-24' 3."3
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Tnis change in heavy borber type led to considerable controversy
as to the relative merits of the B-17 und the B-24. The zbsence of the
ball turret on the B-24 cpparently caused & [leeling cwong some of the
eravws that this ship had inadequote defenses.ll* General heniey in port
sherced this fecling, He believed that "with extrs zas, bigger bomb
ioad, und new blood, ws will pay big.er dividends." leverthcless, he
planned to use the B~24 ab Pirst only «t nigjat. He also considered thz

3 Bu3h'g proaiscd Jor the neoxt nine months not wnough "to mexe up
for combat losscs, accidents, end penarcl wear ond tesr." Purthercore,
he stated thub the B-24 did not have the EZ-17's high speed ab altitudes
gbova 20,000 ract, zad that it wos "herder to fly in defensive formo-
tions &t hirh w(ltitudes.” [=3 countercd iith the stubenent that in the
iddle Zust \hen opposcd by both antleireraft and fishters, B-2k
attrition without [ishter escort had sveraged only 7 peor cenb, and
thet ciporience in .nglend indicated that the Lib.rator perforied satis-
Pactorily in forautions with B—-Zl.’?'r:».:!'5

Tine firsh step in the chenge from 3-17's to B—24's was to be
accomplished by exchanging the 90th Group, vhich vould be eweibing
trangser in Hoooll, ror bhe 19’5?1.16 LE Tirst sowe contusion resulbed
from this proposed transfer. By o wixup in orders, five Du2i's
insteed of remaining in dewail cccording to plen took off for
Lfustraliz early in Octcbiar. I was Jdiffieult to keep track of stray
plenss over the wide Pacific, and ¢ loter cable indicabed that others
might have been involved in this flight. Jjctually five did errive in
Lustrslia on 12 Qctober, but preparations iiers lmaediabely rode to

send fhen bael: to Hesedd.Hl By 1 l'ovember, however, a sguadron of

PR G e _ -
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pas 2 -t
B-24'g hed arrived in justralia, znd z month later, 43 bombers of the
90th Croup hed Jjoived the V Borber Commsnd, Heemvhile, the 19th Group,
pany of whose merbers had spent 11 months in & combat theater, had

“ started home. The 93d Squadron left hustralia on 23 Cetober, and the
L435th flew its last mission on 13 lovember. The 25th was atitached to
thz 43d Group betwsan 2 and 18 Hovenber, bub bzfore the end of the conth
along with Lhe 30th Squadron began the flight back to the Unlted Stetes,'®
Thus in the midst of the trying days of the Buna operation, the presence
of & new group and a new plene added seriously to bhe percnnial probleus
of meintenance end training in the Southwest Pacific,

Ca 24 October, denney expressed his distrust of the 90th Greup's

. training for night flying, formation flying, and pumnery, explaining
tlhat "Pnis job here calls for night tale-offs with maximum loads and
often with erosswinds, c¢limbing through overcast to fifteen and sone-

. times twenty thoussni feet to get on top in order to nmavigate, It is
then norpzlly necessary to come on down to see the target under o ceil-
ing vhich may range fron two thousand to ten theousand feet, pulling baci
on up after the attack to nevigate home and on &rrival back at Horasby
. . . bresking through again to land,"™? Disasters in the esrly flights
of the 90th Group gave support o Kenney's fears. C(n one occasion
in Wovember, L2 B=24's took off from Iron Range in compliance with
urgent requests from the Hzvy "o get our sturf over in the Shortland

“ base." Only two rcached the targeb; two never came back; one landed
in 4Ine Bay out of fuel, although, according to ienney, "he had enough
ges to almost meke India." The others landed at Fort loresby, Towns-

ville, wnd ‘areeba, with "two or three! returning to their original

-

.
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station, On the seme night, B-17 pilots who borbed Rabaul reported

normal fiying conditions.zo

Towsrd the end of Hoverber, emney put the 90th Group back on a
training status. Sinee the group copmander, Col. frthur il. leehan, had
been lost on its first major mission, Col. Ralph £. Loon, former fi~iy
of the V Bomber Command, now led the group. Its plenes wers flown
first on antisubmarine patrols over the Coral Sea, returning to their
pases in daylight; later they began to return at dusk, and gradually
worked up to night landings. They next progressed into more active
regions, ilying srmed reconnalssance, carrying cameras and four bombs.
Finally, labe in December they were taking over the combat tasks left
them by bthe 19th Group.zl

Maintenance problems also interfered with B-2h operations. In the
first place, the ground echelon of the group did not arrive uatil 24
I:ovem‘aer.zz Consequently, ground crews of the L34 Group, slready wori-—
ing overtime to keep their B-17's in commission, hal to wrestle with
the corpletely unfemiliar B-24. To make the problen doubly complicatsd,
the mechznics discovered that 2ll the nose-wheel shimmy collars viere
cracked. ‘without spare parts, all B-24's had fo be grounded after 2L
lovember. By the end of the month, however, they tound that they
could hog the collars out of solid steel billets and equip all planes.2
The 90tk Group was thus brought only praiually into active operztions.
Jith the 19th Growp off to a well-earned rest froam combet, the 43d
was left to carry out a majority of the missions requiring heavy
bembers.,

L. survey of the attacks against shipping and distant supply poinis

during the final phase of the cawpalgn, however, dewonstrates that the

! - N . ]
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the V Bonber Commend was willing to throw everything it had agaipst
these top-priority targets. Heavy bombers would sttack as soon as
reconnaissance reported the position of a convoy. B-26's and B~25's
would join the fray if the enemy ships came within range, and finally
if a serious landing developed, all types of bombers end fighters would
converge upon the berges and landing parties.

The Nevember rains offersd new opportunities for the Japanese
Navy to slip reinforcements into the beleaguered Bune~Gona-Sanananda
area. During the last ten days of November, the Japs made at least
four such efforts, using cruisers, destroyers, and transports, Although
they met with some success in landing troops,z“" the Allied air attack
also showed an improved technigue. Ignoring antiaireraft fire, B-17's
sometimes dropped their bombs from as low as 1,000 feet or even carried
out mast-high attacks. MNoreover, they succeeded in inflicting damage
upon convoys attempting to slip into the Buna area at night. On 18
November, for example, six B-17's in a night attack claimed the sinking
of & destroyer and the probable sinking of a cruiser. On 24 November,
two destroyers were sunk also at night, and before the end of the
month, two more were severely daznaged.25

The attack of 2i November particularly illustrates the new methods
employed by the tombers of the Fifth Air Force. Just before midnight,
7 B-17's from the 63d Squadron, five of which had already participated
in two missions during the day against supply dumps near Sananands, took
off from Port loresby to attack five enemy destroyers in the Huon Gulf.
After spotting the conwoy, they climbed to about 3,500 feet, then
dropped to 200 feet to make their first run at 255 miles an hour. At

this point, AA shells bursting around the planes penstrated the tail
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gunner's post of the B~17 piloted by Capt. denneth D, lMcCullar explod-

ing "about 70 shells and starting quite a fire." Sergeant Reser, at
the post, succeeded in smothering the flames with winter flying equip~
ment. MeCullar made a second run. This time the radic operator and
two other members of the crew were scratched by flying shrapnel. On
the third run, "the number 1 motor was hit and all controls shot away."
The fourth run brought only minor damage to the plane, but as the bomber
sought out a target for the fifth time at 4,000 feet, number 3 engine
sputtered and finally "cut out.” By now, one destroyer was burning
fiercely, and another was seriously disabled; so with the bombardier
and the navigator in the back compartment of the ship "in case the pfop
flew off or we had to set it down," licCullar fought for sufficient al-
titude to clear the Uwen-Stenleys. Fortunately number 3 engine began
to function again, and after two and a half hours, according to the
pilot, the crew "found a pass to sneak though, landed o.k. and forgot
about, it."20

During the month of December, in addition to its efforts in the
Solomons, the Japaness Navy continued to bring relief to the increasingly
hard-pressed Buna defenders., Allied rscomaissance reported lights
along the coast from Szlamaus southward as well as a Jap air patrol of
that area at three-hour intervals, indications which seemed to point
to a movement of barges and light craft along the coast.27 Furthermore,
four convoys attempted to land reinforcements and supplies in December.
In each case, enemy fighter escort harassed the Allied bombers in their

attempt to interfere with the convoys' movements. At night, rocket

flares were used both by Japanese destroyers and aircraft to silhouette
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the attaclking planes for fightar and antiaireraft fire. Lumericen pilots

reported that the eneay fighters seened to be concentrating on single

boabers. In one case, 8 to 10 fighters atbacked 1 B-17; in anotker, 10

Zeros tried to isolate the leeding cleaent of 6 B-25's, 4 Zeros abback-

ing froa the rear, 3 from the lefi, and 3 from the 3‘.‘ron‘*c..2;‘"‘1
The bombing of these convoys had varied success. TFour enemy wur-

ships landed some 1,000 troops during the night of 1 and 2 Deceuber with

no loss except to their fishier escort, approximately 20 of wiich were

shot dovn., On 9 Dececber, bowbing drove off six destroyers apparently

headed for Buna, but znothcr convoy renewed the abiompt within a weeiz.

This time a B-24 on armed reconnsissance spotted twe cruisers and three

destroycers in the early morning of 13 December heading for Vitlaz

Streight. B-17's attuclked in the atlterncon through heavy clouds and

thunder storms. 7Toe Zere escort varied its ususl atback by boobing

the B-17's, each fighter carrying two boxbs. Under cover of stormy weather

and darcness, the coavoy snchored near the mouths of the Mambare and

Kuwmsi rivers, and motor landing cralt began to land troops from the

ships. The dJdgps &also flosted crabes of supplies ashore in net fastened

to oil drums. At davm, with the landing still incomplete, Allied

plones roared ceross the mounbains tiwough a drizzling rein. P-39's,

Beaufighters, fi~20's, B=25's, ond B-26's mcde what was desoribed var-

lously as "256 boubing snd strafing attacks" and Y96 sorties." Flights

of the 3%th Squadron alone cerried oubt at least seven strikes, Landing

barges were sunk and persomel killed, lleanwhile, Catalinas, B=1T7's,

B-2h's, znd B-25's were horassing the retreating convoy. Tne boxbing
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however was not particularly successful. Visib:‘.li’by"was poor. Anbi-
aireratt cnd fighters were protecting the convoy and severely danaged
six B«2h's. (Certainly the air attacks had not yet forced the sbandon-
ment of reinforeing attempts, for azboub 4 days later, another convoy of
1 cruiser, L destroyers, and 2 transports venbured into the New Guinea
area, and B-l7's and B-24's, although facing unusually persistent
Japansgse fighters, sank ab least 1 cruiser.<?

During the last days of the campaign, no large convoys approached
the Buna arca., It is poszible that the Japanese comtand had decided
on a withdpawal from the area, or et the rost to supply the remzining
troops only by small boat. Hevertheless the enemy had definitely not
decided to relinguish their hold upon Hew Guinee, and convoys continued
to come to Lae and Salamaua. One of the nost decisive 4llied air
attacks of the campeign, for example, occurred between 6 and 10 January
1943 apainst a convoy approaching Lace. Headgquarters ot Port loreshy
consldered these abbacks so important thabt no aircraii were spared for
direct suppert missions.so Although the Japs as usual succeeded in land-
ing troops, their losses were heavy--approximabtely 50 planes shot down
to zn Allied loss of less than 10--wnile from a convoy of 2 cruisers,

4 destroyers, and A4 transports, at least 3 transports were sun}c.Bl

In conjunction with their primary mission ageinst coavoys, hsavy
bombers from the Southwest Pacific continued to make the long flight
to fabaul. On 25 December, however, the Thirteenth Air Force joined
them in their ctbocks on this stronghold, thus removing a part of the
Fifth Air Force's bombing responsibilities.32 Shippinz in the harbor,

the twin airdromes, and fabaul town itself were ravorite targets of

e
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this two-way atback, On 5 January, two sousdrons of Fifth 4ir Force

heavies cerried out one of their most successiul attacks making the
bomb run through heavy antisireraft and fiphter defenses. B-17's and
B-2h1s in a coordinsted attack dropped 500~ end 1,C00-pound hombs from
8,500 feet. They sani or 1eft burning nine vessels esbimated at over
50,000 tons and shot dovmn three eneny fighters, Two B-17's failed to
return; one crew vas soved, bub unfortunately among the nissing was
General walker, who had commsnded the V Bomoer Comaand from ibts actlve-
tiom in the Soutlwest Pacific. 33
The growing success of the heavy boxbers not only prevented large
scale reinforcezent bub in so doing seewmed to lower Japanese morale.
Llthough their troops still resisted fznasically, capbured diaries
indicate thet by the middle of Decenber mi2ny Japanese had given up hope
of victory. In &n entry of 1k Decesber one Jap soldier stateds Byarious
unfounded ruuors that reiniorcements have landed and supply of rations
has core. DBebble line becoming narrower day by dey." Another entry
of 20 December 1942 was tranglabeds AL dewm, enedy pombed the hell out
of us. Observe only the sky with bitter rezrebtable tears rolling
down. » o » Filled @y stomach with dried bread end waited for my end
to cone. Oh! reseining comrades, T shell depend upon you for my
revenge. u3le
The increased effectivensss of anti-convoy uttacks and long-range
porbing missions was in part due %o Lwproved pozbing techniques. Lir
units in the Southwest Facific had conducted axperiments in the use of
both ‘bombs and aerigl torpedoes since the sumners In July, Bretb had
plenned 2 rather elsborate prograd for acrial torpedo training, bub

Kenney did not fevor this since most eneny shipping concentrabions were __
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out of range of torpedo~carrying planes. He reserved those torpedoes
on hand for RLALF Beauforts, bub by 20 December 1942 Beauforts had made
only thres torpedo zttacks—all without *..~‘>u.ccess.3 5

- Heavy borbers attacked shipping durlng the FPapuan Campaign chiefly
from altitudes between 7,000 end 9,000 feet. The relatively few hits
vade for the nusbor of boobs dropped led to an investigeztion. Lenney
pointed out tiwabt bomwbing of fast, nanevvering vassels was dAifficult under
any circumstances, and that in his thezter, he rarely hid sufficient
planes %o carry out "the stundard army pracbice" of pattern-boubing
moneuvering ships; morsover, he stated that weather conditions generally
made such ¢ technique mpossible.%

. hs cerly os June 1942, tests were boing conducted to discover the
propsr delay~fuze for lowlevel wcbback on shipping, General .arnold had
noted in July thot Bribish abbacks with A-engine 3tirlincs from less

. than 100 feet hazd been successful. Lemnsy deterained in Lugust that
S to Llwsegond dolay ond 3« to S-second delay fuzes were essential
TYor low-level wnd skip-bording asstults, while by the followlag month,
tests in the United Gtaboes hed convinced the cuthorities Mthat boxbing
fron minimum «dtitude might be preferable to torpedo sttoek, 137

In the Southwiest Faecific, Lemmay began u thorourh stuly of the
practice. He encouraged lhe wodirication of existing fusos Lo pmvide
a Tive-seoond delsy. Under the direcbion of Hajde "BLILY Zean, judged
’ by aenney to bz oa of the Lost brilliwmt officurs Ln the Fifth Lir
foree, the whole bomber co.amend baran troining for lov—albtitude ebbacl,
from less than 200 feet, mediusm and heavy bosbers saturated an old wreck
widen lLed boon 2 nevipabion rari: off Fort .loresby for yesrs. Benn's

-4 -
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624 Sguedron of E-17's rrde one of the first successiul corbat bests.
Sweepinz In over dubeul on o roonlit wovember nicht, they "sidpped™

their bosbs accirst the clossly preked shipping in the harbor. in

“ hour zfter the cttcel:, it was reported that at least six ships had bzen
sunk.'?a

In spite of this success wilh bthe 3-17, the chiel cxporiments vere
with the 2-25. Filobs wanted a plene uith trencndous {ire power thet
conld swosp the dechs o5 they cane in aust~hiyh to drop thsir borbs.
Jifth [ir Jorce uechenics, cecordingly, installed in the nose of the
B-25 cight .50-caliber machinc guns., In the first trigl "sost of the
sizin eaze off the nose." Jindlly, as Leaney reported, & layer of fell

. wos placed bebucan thio Moriginel skin wnd sowme of the other stuff e
were putting on to keep the zirplane from breaking up. '.e put sboub
& helf inch of felt in there~packed it down, riveted it—and it did
. the job."! laclirthur cnd Herney plunned to use this rodified B-?5
uithout essort &t night, and in coordinabion with fighiers by day.g'?
Cn 13 January, enncy reported thot skip bombing wus unguzstionsbly
superior to torpedo attzelk. Out of 30 x 500-pound bombs skipped, 26
had hit their targets sinking © vessels, In k nissions, on the other
hend, Eeauforts had releused 26 borpedoes with 2 scors of 1 possible
nig 50
The succoss of thes: borbing nmissions auszt be assessed in the 1light
, of the limited resources of thz beuber comzund. On 1 Jznuary 1943 thers
were twe bomb groups wilth 120 heavy volbars. M Eut vith the erack
Jepanesc 5th Division in the otherlends Indies, Lenasy was forced to

hold 13 boubers in Darwin to forestall any enemy wmovement from that

P
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direction, llormedly, sbout 12 E-17's and 24 B-24's were in dapots
undergpings repair. Subtracting those in Dariiin and in repair depots,
approximatcly 60 were available for coubat, but ne more than 60 per
“ cent of the planes availsble, or zbout 40, could be risked at any one
time on missions. Of these, 12 to 18 were used for reconnaissance
covering all stoamer lasnes to Hebaul, Kavieng, and Truk, Thus out of

120 boukbers, only 20 or 30 could be counted on for daily corbat 42

Trensport and Supply

while the ¥ Bomber Command concentreted on preventing the flow of
reinforcexents to enemy forces in Hew Ouines, Allied ground forces were
. engaged in carrying out the plan to annihilate the Japanese Papuan Lrmy.
ATter the successful counterattock at Jorcbaiwa didze on 25 September
1942, the Australians begen an advance designed to push Ifaj. Gen.
. Tomitaro Horii's forces back slong the Kokoda-Buna track to their
beachhead, 4Lt sbrategic points, such as Templeton's Crossing, Qivi,
snd Xokoda, the daps resisted fiercely until forced from their positions.
In general, however, Dipger patrols reconpolilred long stretches of
track to find only dead daps, An extended supply line, constantly
hamzered by £11ied alr units, the weakening effects of malnubrition
and tropical disease, and of chiet importance apparently, a knowledge
of Aliied plans to cut off Japanese rorces in the Owen-Stanleys had
led to & rapid scramble back over the trac}:.w
’ In the fighting along the Hokoda track snd st i4dne Bay, the
ground troops were predominantly Australian, Bub the American 32d

Division had been treaining in esstern jueensland for jungle righting,
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and on 14 September received a warning thet they would break camp in
2l hours., Compzny I of the 126th legiment was directed to prepare for
air trensport. 7The men passed the tlae chiefly in burning letters and
returning exbrs clothing to the supply sergeant, while troops were
assigned to the tronsports so that the first four planes would land &
complete combat plad',oon.)"'4

The transport plenes had been relieved of every possible encum-
brence. The crew consisted of three men, the pilot, the radio operator,
and an unidentified extra. Seats wers removed. Parachutes and unine
flated rubber life boats were piled on the floor, Rifles were carried
unloaded. Frobably some of Company & felt a bit let dowm when about 10
hours after the take~olf, the transport rolled in on Seven-iiile airdrome
at Port ‘oresby, with the Japs still some 30 miles away. at that tinme,
Sergeant Paul R, Lutjens recorded in his notebook that it was 5:30 p. m.,
15 September, and that with the thermometer at 115°, Hew Guinea weatler
was "hotter than the lower story of hell." lot until 27 September did
the miin body of the 126th Regiment arrive afver a 10-day sea voyage
‘rom Brisbane. leanhile the 128th fegimsnt was being prepared for its
move, and between 2L and 23 Sephenber, the entire regiment was ilown
from Tovnsville to Port Ifﬁresby.l" 5

Lpparently the original plan was to move the two infentry regiments
‘.E'rom Lalikedobu, 40 miles southeast of Port loresby, northward by way
of Laruni and dJauri to w.airopi and Bune, The proposed route was
generally wnfamilisr to white men, ana advance patrols were promotly
sent out. Shortly thereatter, the 24 Batfalion of the 126th Regiment

received its orders to begin the overland t.rek.hb Leaving the camp
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L1 o 7
area outside Fort loresby, it moved to Eelikodobu and started a push

through the mountains on 5 October. There followed a L9-day struggle
over exhaustingly dlrfficult terrain which has been feelingly deseribed

- by Sergeant Labj ens:lﬁ

It would take five or six hours to go a mile, edgzing wlong

¢liff walis, hanging on to vines, up and down, up and down.

It vould rain from three in the efternoon on, secsking through

everything. The rivers we crossed were so swifi that if you

slipped it was just too bad. . . .

You can hardly realize how wild and phostlike this

mpuntain country is. Aluost perpetual rain and steam. Ffor

three weeks now we have been passing over an almost impass-

able trail, Cur strength is sbout gone. Ilbost of us have

dysentery. DBoys are falling out and dropping cut with fever.

Conbinuous downpours of rain., It's hard to cook our rice

end t:a. Bully beet mekes us sick. we seem to climb

straight up Jor hours, then down again. God will it never

end?

The problen of supply was especially aifricult. Nabive carriers
and peeps could carry supplies to relstively nearby points, bub such
gservice could not reach scouting perties pushing inlani or the 2d
Battalion as it worked its way across the Gwen—ﬁta.rﬂ.eys.hg Attenpts
wnich were made to drop supplies to these forces heod limited sucecsss.
Since no accurats records were kept of this cctivity, towever, a cozplete
appralsal of the results is impossible. .Jlemsncs ol the Allied ground
rorces as they worked their way over the difficuit trail were almost
completely dependent upon supply—-dropping. losc ol these troops got
through. To that extent, therelore, air-borne supply succeeded. CGn
the other hand, trisl and error exporimsnts particularly in the ecarly
' sbages of che operstion made it a costly eaterprise.

wibhout proper equipment zad withoul cuertermsster debachments

trained for the purpese, losses in equipzent dropped ran high. Since
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only a few trained service persornel f{rox: the 107th uartermsaster
Battalion iiere avallable, members o the regimental bsnds ond other
service coupaales wrapped bundles znd aceowupunied the transport in
“ order to push supplics oub of the plune at the designated moment.)*'g
The cupply of car.p parachutes anl containers was Insuivieclent; couse-
gqueably oaly the nore fragile supplies sach os S0-caliber cwrunition,
3lemn morter shells, nedical cuppliies, und bottled liguids were dropped
by chwbe. dabloas, clothinz, and individunl eguipaent were usunlly
dropped without chubes. These mors hardy supplies iould be placed
in sacke or wrapsed in blanlets snd secorely iired befors being loaded
on the transport.so
. Fatrols found the dependence upon alr-ivopping to be a rorale-
corroding experience, Froouznt radio wessaies complained ebout the
failure of their supply. Fatrols did rol alieys know the radio fre-
. quency of the transports. Chutes brokz loose from the packases.
Plenes would drop all the bundles in one upproach thus spreading them
for miles along the inaccessible mountzin side.’t One critical message
agserts that "it 0800 I plane dropped supplies doun valley sbout half
a day meren from dropping point. [lane flew too far west znd on wrong
approcch. ith a dey's searca using 40 natives we mey find 20;.,.“5 2
As transport crevs gained experience, the dropping technigus
Iuproved. Afber experimentation, pilots flew «b on sltitude of
‘ kztween 400 cnd 500 feet since greater altitude led to inaccuracy,
and a louer altitude imparted so roeh velocity to the bundles that they
usuelly brole. It beczie customary for intellirsence offiecers to
accompany ths transport in order to direct the pilot in his approach

to the assigned area. ALlthouzh penels were the customsry msans of
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marking this area, smoke sighals vsre Irejucatly used to attrzet the
sttention of pilots, ¢nd wiaibe streauers attached to the paciages aided
those on the ground to £ind their nceded supplies in thick jungle
c:ountr:,*.5 3 Considering the dengers of low flying over pear=studded
country, easvaliies were covparatively few, ok Perhaps the rost disas-
trous sccident ccourred on & Lovauber 1942 sien Col. Lawrence A, Juinn,
popular commznding officer of the L26th Regiment, accompanied a trans-
port on & dropping expedition. As one paclage was pushed overboard,
the chute czusht in the tail assembly of the plune, and it crashed
killing ell cight oceupents,”?

This method of supply combinued with nix<d success throughout the
Papusn Campaign. hApproximabely 117,000 pounds of rations were dropped
between Hatunga and Cape indajadere during the period 13 lloveaber 1942
to 20 Janunary 191;3.56 But packeges sometimes missed the proper area
and fell within enemy lines, ann reports of the ground force units in-
dicate that of the packares dropped without parachutes, 50 per cent
either were lost or were destroyed in landing.57

For 49 days the 2d Babttelion of the 126th Hegiment forced its way
through the jungle. OCn 1k Novesber, cdvance elenents reacnsd Satunga,
some 15 miles intand froa Gro Bay. 58 By this date, the remainder of the
126th, together with the 123th Regiment and a few Lustralian units, had
been 1lown intoe the Buna ares by alr transport. Original plons had
called Yor the use of zir transport wherever possible, and the experi-
ence of the 24 Battalion evidently emphasized the necessity ol relying
upon this means. The Zlst and 22d froop Carrier Squaarons began exben~
sive ferrying activities for the Buna oparation on 6 October 1942.

This first movement included =n Ausbralion invantry battalion with
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some air-borne emtiaireraft which landed on an 2ir strip at anigela
lission, on the northwestern shore of Collingwood Bay. %7 Here Aus-
trzlizn officers assisted by nabive leborers had burnt the kunal gress
snd hacked off the remaining tussocks for the prospective landing field,
L small detzchment of Lustrelien cngineers had then carved out 2 ruaway
using "machsbes, cane knives, wad cven bayonets.”éo This accomplished,
the Allies hed an uir strip within 65 air miles of Bune and connected
with thet village by a jungle trail.

Other strips were soon projected. [ local resident of ilew Guinea,
Cecil Abels, with native leborers, braved malarial swamps o press
inland from lianigela. Soon joined by & party of Lmerican engineers
under Col. L. J. Sverdrup, the party cleared a series of strips, first
in the upper valley of the Musa hiver near dspia, wnd moving down toward
the coast, finally completed on 4 Hovember a more important strip at
Pongani on dyke Lckland Bay.bl It took almost a month o rerry the
126th and 123th Repiments to the Buna srea, Transports began to carry
the 6th Lustralisn Independent Company and the 123th fegiment from
Schwimmer (Lalaki) airdrome to anigela on 14 October, For two days
flights coatinued. Then the rains came, Hot until 3 Fovarber could
the muddy strip ab wenigela agnin be used, and the movesent corpleted.
Yearwhile the 6th Independent Company seb out overland for Pongeni, a
straignt line distonce of just over 30 niles. The rains made the track
impassable, bubt the Australians rinally reachad their destination by
keeping to high ground., By that time only 20 men out of 90 were [it
for duty. On 17 October snull fmerican debachments unable to make the
orerland trek started out along the coast for Poangani in two 20-ton
luggers, the Linz John and ihe Timoshenko, waich had been brought to
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anigela from lilae Bay. Just before attempting the landing, these
craft were bombed and strafed by an illied plane, which severely
damaged one of the valucble luggers and inflicted casualties resulting
in the death of Byron Dsrnton, able Hew York Times war correspondent.62
Uith a gerrison at Pongani to provide antiaircraft defense, the
Fifth Air Force propored to lerry that part of the 1264h Regiment which
was not already marching overland. At first transport pilots dis~
trusted the newly prepared Pongani strip, and landed their cargoes on
8 Hovamber at Jiblesfield near Sapia, some 40 miles from Pongani. They
learned, hovever, on the seme day that the Ponganl strip wes serviceable,
gnd by 10 Hovziber, the romainder of the rsgiment had landed there.63
Considering the primitive facilities and the hostile waather,
this first large-scale troop-ferrying movement in the Southniest Paeific
wes an oubstending success., To some of the troops involved, the ex-
perience proved exciting. They boarded the transports, cnarecteris-
tically lebeled Dirty Girty, Foitle loitle, «nd the like at either
Schvimmer or wards at Port loresby. They tried to make themselves
comfortable on mebtal benches which hud not been desiened, "1t wvas pein-
fully obvious, to zcco.gmodate & scldiorts wnatoay.m Liven though the
planes flew at 10,000 feet, their passencers could occasionally see
pecks looning up on both sides. As they approached their destinetion,
thay could look down ond sez wirtt appesred to he a snell fire-breai.
The pilots would eirele this landicric a feo times, then head direetly
Lor it dowm & path cub through solid, jreen forest, and bounce to a

hezlt en Ybuopy, norTrow, LIOssy lzma-s.“é’l’L
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The acco:zplishment had pone far touwesrd justicying Gensrel Lenney's
confident stubtenent in Cetober: "ﬁanks and heevy artillgri have o
place in Jjungle werfare. The artillery in tols thecter flies. The
light vowtar znd aschine gun, the rifle, tomy-gua, grenzd: and knife
are the vecpons carrled by men wdo f1y to war, juup in paruchubes, ars
carrizd In liderc and vho lind froa air trinsports on greund which cir
enpineers have preporced. fhwse enzineers huve landed alas By perechute
wnd by glider, with wicoorns bulldozmers, jeeps, cnd 1igit cngineer
tools, on the hazls of the wussault troops, the whols opsration pre-
ceded and accomnanicd by borbers nld f.lg.,hbers.“bs

The achisv.uent viis espesclelly nobtuwle in view of the liamited
trancport ploass aveliloble. In baptinber the L0-0dd plines of the
2lst and 23d YTroop Carrisr Sguudrons, plus those floun by LLF znd
Duteh [lyuvrs, barily sotisfizd the demonds of traffie within iustraiia
and betvieen there cnd Port .oresby. In washingion, JuJ Headguerters,
cencerned over the supply erisls in lew Guines, conclulded that tuo
additional squadrons should move to Aushbrelic coven though it acant
decrewsing the zllocation to Juropean thuaters.&

On 4 Cctober 1942 Laoclrthur received assuracces bhat the 6th and
324 ‘froop Carrier uguwdrons vould socon errive in his thezler. The
Ast wnd 22d Syuadrons had been carrying on thelr wetivities without
a  roup desi_pstion up to this time. Jut by 31 Octoboer lmeriean trans-
port cosponents pessessed 62 wireraft, and vidth the lmainenl srrivel
of twp wdditional sgquedrons, the activabion of a Jroup headyuartare
seemed advisable. Following ¢ directive from wshington, the 37i4th

Troop Cerrisr Group wos acblvated on L .oveiber as o cojdoneabl of the
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Fifth nir Force.”?
L8 the L1lics converyed con the Buna aresa, the ground Torces were
organized as follows: OGenerdd Blamgy, with hecdquerters ab Port
“ ioresby, wes in command of the Ligwr Guines Foree wiieh had administro.
tive control over all sllied lond forces in ilew Guinea. The L1lied
troops north of the Cwen-dtanlcys, known s the Ldvaaced ilew Guinea
Foree, were under Lit. CGen, o. F, Herring; but the responsibility for
operations rested directly upon the division commanders, lizj. Gen.
Zdwin F. Harding of the 32d Division nd Iaj. Cen. G, A, Vasey of the
Tt .fz.us:t.ra:l.:i.e.n.68 These leazders could look with confideance at the vic-
toricus Lustralians moving slong the Lolweda track ond the growing
. effectiveness of the Tifth Lir Force. Uptimism seemed justified.
Shortly before higs death, Coloncl “uinn radioed Capt. william Boice
who wis probing througsh the mountainous jungie on o reconnolitering
. c¢zpedition: ". . . my birthday on ¢ liovember vould like vary much to
have Les with you in Buaa thob duy. Good lucke"®® An Operational
Instruction from the Hew Guines Force announced on 15 Hovember that
"in anticipation of Buna's capbture ships carrying additional units
and cyuiprent for the develooument and delense" ol the area would move
from ilne Day on 18 lovember. In addition the Instruction conitained
deteiled information as to the defense and adninistration of the "port®"
of Bune.70
“ This belief in a short campaign probebly sheped the plans for
supplying the advencing troops. Oun 26 Cctober 1942 the Hew Guines
Force isgued its direcctive as o supply. The forces vere to be main-

tained by sea from Iiilne Bay und Port loresby; supply dumps would be
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established at uaznigela or Forlock Harbor; and fron there small boats
would run & shubttle service to polnbs nearer the forwsrd area, In
these plens oir transport held a sscondary position in that advance
. headquerters was net to demsnd zir trensgcort if the movement could be
made by sea.r”' Small boab transport was particularly vulnsrahble Lo air
attack, and it was hoped thaet the alr force could provide protection
against marsuding enemy bombers asad fighters, Llthough General \hite-
head recognized the danger, he insisted that fighter cover over the
entire coastal aresa was impracticable. le believed that ships could
move from \enigels around Cepe lelson to Porloek Harbor in comparative
safety, but recormended that ships tzke cover during daylipht, particu-
. larly if they werz engaged in the shuttie between Forlock Harbor snd
Pongeani which was recognized as being especially open to cnemy attaci:.'?z
vvants proved that every precaution wiould have been Jjustified.
. Cn 16 Hovember 1942 smull boats and a landing barge, carrying among
the personnsl linj. Gen. sdwin F, Herding, 22d Division commander, and
Brig. Gen. £+ w. valoron, and losded with supplies, two 25-pounders,
and ammunition moved up the coact towsrd Cape Sudest. o air protection
hezd been provided. In the esrly evening Zcros and dive bombsrs attacked
the flotilla, burning all tour bosts. Tne tiuo generels and other per-
sonnel rezched shore with surprisingly few casuaslties, but the entire
cargo wes lost, including the equipment and records of the 22d FPortable
“ Hospital, Tne following dey another borbing sank two more cargo craft
and saverely damaged a third.73 .

The destruction of this portion of the small boat rleet necessi-

tated heavier reliance upon air transport than had hitherto been

&
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plenned.w* Infantry men aiding a detackment of the 1l4th ingineer
Battalion had already begun the construction oi strips at Dobodura
vithin 15 milzs of Buna. Yith available tools consisting of 4 brush
hooks, 2 axes, 1 machete, and bayonsts, they cleared off the grass and
sorub trees and by 21 Hovember hed cormpleted a strip 40 by 1,300 yards.75
The next dey additional elexqats of the 114th _ngineer Bathalion
grrived and began widening the first strip. By 12 December they had
completed three more strips, the last with a 4,200«foot rumiay and
with good drainage. They had also prepared strips at nearby Fopen-
debta, These lunding fields at once became the principal air-supply
points of the Buna operation.76

The availsbility of air transport relieved a critical situation,
but the unesxpected burden on the air forces demanded a sysbtem for
rapid reguisition at the Port lloresby end of the sugply line. The pro-
cedure followed required close coordinztion between the Advanced lew
Guinea Foresc, the lew Guinea Foree, and the Fifth .,ir Force. Advenced
32d Division hsadouarters wuld redic the G-4 of its rear echelon at
Port Loresby requesting certain sopplies. G-4 then passed these re-
quests to supply officers who delivered the poods to « uork pool.
Since liew Cuinea Force headquarters detsrmined plane assignments, G-l
vislted that office every day at 1400 hours to subnait a list of supplies
for shipment on the following day. This list had to be carefully pre-
pzred to prevent overloading of the assigned planes. The loading
officer, therefore, needed to know the weight of all supplies;s soldisr
with equipmant was considered to weigh <50 pounds. 3Sefore 1600 hours

the Jew Cuines Force submitted the rejuest for sir transport in writing
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to the Fifth iLir Force through an air transport lialson orficer.!! iboub
2200 hours, plane assignuents for the following uay would be ready.
The loading ofiicer packed trucks which carried supplies to the airdrome.
By providing o disperssl ares here for parking lowced truacks awaiting
specific plene assigmrents, a constaat supply of shipping vas lept on
the fiéld. The svailability of planes even then was uncertain. Passen—
gers constontly were seeking trensportztion, and thus interfered with
the supply routine. Assignments mipht be changed or cancelled, somstines
without explenction. Planes wmisht be Llald up ior repairs. Occaslonally
they could not cake ofr arter loadiny, and supplies hud to be shj..'l.’l:.ecl.r?a
Transportc lazced numerous hazerds in addition to problems oX
loading. “seatner, high mountains, znd rough landing rields provided
natural dangers. .1lthout fighter cscort, morcover, these unamed and
slov air ireighters were ab the mercy ol the Jopanese Zero. 1o keeping
with che offensive spirit of the Buna operabion, therefore, Lighter
squadrens viere bein: puched rorward to ucke possiole wors eizective top—
covsr Toc boumbur and transgort missions. By the lst of Yoveabir the
35th and 36th wquudrons of the 3th Group were flying thelr P-39's and
P05 fron Juclson ond Gurney air strins ot [lilne Day. ‘within two
weeds the 30th Squedron of the seme yroup had joined thea. Jaring
Novemb.r wnd Decevder the 49th Group conbinuud to bazse all its P-40's
at Port Yoreshy alons with tuwo sguodrons of the 35th Group. OF zll
fizgrican Dichber squedrons, oaly the 40th Squadron of tha 35th CGroap
was bascd in svstralis by 1 Jovedser.’? Tha Pi-hbter comaand received
vieleome reinforcaacat during the foil of 1942 vhen the 39th Squedron

of the 35th Group replaced ite worn~oul P-400's Ly high-flying P=331s.
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These mach-necded plaones were first allocated to the Southwest